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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The arrangement and general plan of this book will 
be found somewhat new and original ; it is not pub- 
lished, however, as an experiment. By referring to 
the author's preface, it will be seen that it has been 
used and tested in the Sabbath School beforehand. 

The practiced questions at the end of each lesson, 
will be found useful and suggestive. Teachers either 
of older or younger scholars, will, with the aid of these 
questions, find no difficulty in interesting their classes 
during the whole time occupied with the lesson. 

The great events brought out are — 

1st. The Creation. 

2d. The Marriage Institution. 

3d. The Sabbath. 

4th The Fall of Man. 

5th. The Flood. 

6 th. The Dispersion of Men and Origin of Lan- 
guages. 

7th. The Calling of Abraham and the Organization 
of the Church in him. 

The distinguished men brought into view are Adam, 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Melchisedek, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph and his brethren. 

Price 1 2 1-2 cts. per copy. For sale by all Booksellen. 
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TO 

B. B. COMEGYS,. ESQ., Pnn.APKLFHiA. 

Teabs ago, m7 dear Friend, when you and I 
were laboring together in a Sabbath School, the 
contents of this little volume were prepared and 
used. It is nothing but the working out of our 
own experience. The sheets have been lying by 
me since, for I have ever esteemed the work of 
making a good Question-Book so difficult that my 
confidence in myself has been small. But now 
those of my children who were then little ones in 
that school have grown up to my aid, and insist 
that it will work as weU in other schools as it did 
in ours ; and as they have gathered and brought to 
me the scattered sheets, I cannot refuse to revise 
and prepare them for the press, and send them 
out upon the world. 



IV DEDICATIOK. 

It will recall to your memory days and scenes 
in which we were once so happy, and it gives me 
the opportmiity of testifying publicly how' much I 
value the man now justly esteemed and honored 
with high trusts, and how it cheers me to think 
that inuch of his character was formed in my 
Sabbath-SchooL 

FiTTBViBLD, January 10, 1856. 



PREFACE. 



Thebe surety is no laek of Question-Books 
for Sabbath Schools, and the author of this little 
volume has confidence in this new attempt for 
one reason only, and that is, it has been tested. 
It was prepared for his own Sabbath School and 
given out in sheets, lesson by lesson. It worked 
welL To be sure, he had an admirable set of 
teachers, but not better than every set ought to 
be. The peculiar characteristics of the book 
are, that it attempts to do what the Bible does, — 
to present truth illustrated and brought out by 
the lives of men ; that, where the question seems 
needed to make the history complete, and the an- 
swer is above the child's reach, the answer is 
given ; and that at the close of the lesson, pracd- 



Tl PREFACE. 

cal instructions are drawn from that lesson, which 
the teacher, if time allows, can talk about to any 
extent, and which, as I hope, will create a taste 
and a habit in both teacher and scholar of doing 
the same whenever they read the Word of Gk)d. 

Whether other volumes will follow this, for 
which the author has materials gathered, depends 
on circumstances over which he has no controL 



LESSON I. 

LIFB OF ADAK. 

Gbrbszb, Chap. I., II. 
The Cfreatim, 

Who created all things ? Gren. L 1. 

For what parpose did He create all things ? Fror. xyL 
4; Rev. iv. II. 

Who was the first man ? 

Who gave the name ? Qen, y. 2. 

Where did he live ? Gen. iL 8. 

How long before Christ ? Four thousand and four 
years. 

Was Adam ever a child ? Gen. ii. .7f 8. 

Was he a perfect man when created? Gen. i. 27, and 
T. 1, 2. 

What remarkable language did God nse when abont to. 
create him ? Gen. i. 26. 

In what does this likeness consist ? Gen. i. 26, 27 ; Fs. 
fiU. 4 - 6 ; Eccl. vii. 29 ; Col. iii. 10. 

What does Adam mean ? Earth. 
'On what day of creation was Adam made ? Gen. i. 
26, 31. 

Of what was his body formed ? Gen. iL 7, and iil 19. 

How was his soal created ? Gen. ii. 7. 

How do we know the workmanship to bo good and per- 
feet? Gen. L 31 ; Fs. viii. 5, 6. 

For whose use did God create all things on earth ? Gen. 
L 29, 30. 

What had God created for the eye to nse ? Gen. i. 3, 16. 

•What for his rest and repose ? Gen. i. 14. 

What had God spread out over his head ? Gen. i. 7, 8. 

What under his feet ? Gen. i. 9. 
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For what were the grass, the herbs^ and the trees made ? 
Gen. i. 29, 30, and ii. 9. 

For what were the son and moon created ? Gen. L 17, 
18. 

With what were the waters to be filled ? Gen. i. 20, 21 . 

What was to inhabit the air ? Gen. i» 20. 

What was to inhabit the earth ? Gen. i. 22, 24, 25. 

When Adam was created, how did he find the world and 
all things in it ? Gen. i. 31. 

What did God place under his authority ? Gen. L 26, 
28 ; Ps. viii. 6. 

How did God show Adam that the beas^ would not hurt 
him ? Gen. ii. 19. 

What shoves that Adam possessed superior wisdom? 
Gen. ii. 19, 23 ; iii. 20. 

What was given to Adam for food 1 Gen. i. 29. 

When was flesh first allowed to be eaten ? Gen. is. 3. 

What was the last thing created ? Gen. ii. 21, 22. 

Why was she created 1 Gen. ii. 18. 

Who gave her her name ? Gen. iii. 20. 

What does it mean ? Gen. iii. 20. 

When was she created ? Gen. i. 31, and ii. 2. 

How was she created ? Gen. ii. 21, 22. 

How had Adam been created ? Gen. ii. 7. 

What was the peculiar manner of £ve*s creation in- 
tended to signify ? Gen. ii. 24. 

Where were Adam and Eve placed at their creation ? 
Gen. ii. 8, 15. 

Who planted that garden ? Gen. IL 8. 

Why were they placed in it ? Gen. iL 15. ' 

Where is it supposed to have been ? In Persia, at the 
junction of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. 

What rivers watered it? Gen. ii 11, 13, 14. 

What great and important institution did God ordain 
immediately after the creation of Adam and Eve ? Gen. 
ii. 2, 3. 

For whose benefit was the Sabbath instituted ? Mark 
u. 27. 

What did it celebrate? Gen. ii. 3. 

Was it kept in heaven as well as on earth ? Gen. ii. 2 ; 
Job zzxviii. 7. 
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Did those who lived after Adam, and before the ten 
commandments were given at Mt Sinai, know that God 
had consecrated the seventh day? Exod. xii. 15, 19, 
and xvi. 22 -30 ; Gen. viii. 10, 12, and xxix. 27, 28. 

By what name is God first called in this chapter? 
"Zorrf." In the Hebrew, Jehovah, a word never pro- 
nounced by the Jews after their captivity. It is always 
printed in small capitals in oar Bibles. 



PBACTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God owns all things, and has, therefore, a right to direct 
them? 

Idolatry was not the first religion in the world, and it 
most be done away when men come back to God ? 

Men do not belong to themselves, and ought to serve 
God? 

Ever^ tree and herb produced its like, at its creation, 
just as It does now ? 

Woman was made to be the companion and friend, and 
not the slave, of man ? 

The creation of the soul shows it to be divine ? 

The dumb beasts were made for our use, and not to b9 
abused ? 

The Sabbath is esteemed by God to be very important ? 

Our world was once a beautiful exhibition of the wisdom 
of God? 

God*8 creation of the world shows His eternal power 
and Godhead ? 
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LESSON II. 

life of adam. 

Chap, IIL 

The Garden of Eden and the First Sin, 

What command did God give Adam and Eve when He 
placed them in the garden of Eden ? Gen. ii. 16, 17. 

W^at was the threatening if thej broke this command? 
Gen. ii. 17. 

Did they obey this command ? 

Can you give the story of their first sin ? Gen. iii. 1-6. 

In what other ways might Adam have sinned ? Gen. 
i. 29; ii. 3, 24;andiv. 11. 

Where was the forbidden tree placed ? Gen. ii. 9. 

Why was this tree placed so conspicuously ? 

Who committed the first sin ? Gen. iii. 6, 12 ; 1 Tim. 
ii. 14. 

Who tempted her? Gen. iii. 1, 13. 

Who is he ? Rev. xii. 9, and xx. 2. 

Why did he begin with Eve 3 1 Pet. iii. 7. 

In what shape did Satan come ? Gen. iii. 1. 

Why did he come in that shape ? Gen. iii. 1. 

What was his motive ? John viii. 44. 

How do we know that Eve was deceived 1 Gen. iii. 18; 
1 Tim. ii. 14. 

In what did the deception consist ? Gen. iii. 5. 

In what sense did Eve understand the serpent ? Gen. iiL 
5,6. 

In what sense did he mean f Gen. iii. 7. 

Was Adam deceived ? 1 Tim. ii. 14. 

How came he to eat? Gen. iii. 6, 12. 

What was their first feeling ? Gren. iii. 7. 

What did they do to conceal their nakedness? Geo. 
iii. 7. 

What was their next feeling ? Gen. iii. 8, 10. 
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How do we know that God had been in the habit of 
meeting them 1 Gen. iii. 8-10. 

How did He call them to account 1 Gen. iii. 9,11. 

Did Adam confess his guilt? Gen. iii. 10 ; Job xxxi. 
33. 

How in his answer did he reproach God ? Gen. iii. 12. 

What sentence did God pronounce upon the serpent ? 
Gen. iii. 14. 

What upon E%'e ? Gen. iiL 1 6. 

What upon Adam ? G«n. iii. 17, 19. 

Has this been fulfilled ? 

What curse upon the ground ? Gen. iii. 18. 

What evidence have we that that curse is fulfilled? 

What promise did God give to Adam 1 Gen. iii. 15. 

What two other sins did Adam commit immediately 
after the first ? Gen. iii. 12. 

In what way must men obtain a livelihood ? Gren. iiL 
19. 

What is the universal mark which God has put npon 
sin ? Gen. iii. 19. 

This punishment of sin embraces two things, — what are 
they? Gen. iii. 19. 

What evidence have we that all men sprang fi:om one 
common origin ? Gen. iii. 20. 

What act of kindness and pity did God do for the first 
sinners ? Gen. iii. 21. 

What seems to show that sacrifices were ofi^red as soon 
as sin entered the world ? Gen. iii. 21. 

What seems to recognize the Trinity ? Gen. iii. 22. 

What would have been the use of the tree of life, if 
Adam and Eve had not sinned ? Gen. iii. 22. 

What degradation was Adam compelled to nndergo ? 
Gen. iii. 23. 

What was to be Adam's employment ? Gren. iii. 23. 

Why could not Adam 'return to the garden ? Gen. iii. 
24. 

PRACTICAL QTJJBSTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
God has a right to lay commands on us? 
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Sin is committed in the heart before it is acted oat 1 

Satan tries to make men disbelieve Grod ? 

Disbelieving God leads to sin ? 

If men sin against God in one waj, thej would in other 
ways if tempted ? 

Our temptations often come through the influence of 
our best friends ? 

After sinning, we begin to see its guilt 1 

Shame follows sin ? 

Fear soon follows our sins ? 

We cannot hide from God ? 

The grave is appointed for all the living 1 

God foreshadows the^ righteousness of Christ even in 
the fall and curse of man ? 



LESSON III. 

LIFE OF ADAM. 

Chap. IV. 
The Fugitive. 

Who was Adam*s first son ? 

What did his parents suppose when he was bom ? Gen. 
iii. 15, and iv. 1. 

What does Cain mean ? Possession. 

Who was their second son ? Gen, iv. 2. 

What does Abel mean ? Yanitv. 

What was the occupation of each ? Gen. iv. 2. 

What was the character of Cain ? Gen. iv. 4, 5 ; 
1 John. iii. 12 ; Jude L 11. 

What was the character of Abel? Malt xxiiL 35; 
Luke xi. 50, 51 ; Heb. xi. 4. 

How were they educated as to religion ? €ren. iv. 3, 4. 

What lection did Cain bring into the family ? Gen. 
iv. 8. 

Where was this done? Gen. iv. 8. 

What was the cause of this murder? Gen. iv. 5*, 
1 John iii. 12. 
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Who was to blame for the cause ? Gen. ir. 7. 

Who called Cain to an accoant for this murder ? Gen. 
iv. 9. 

How do we know that murder had been forbidden ? 
Gen. iv. 14. 

Did Cain know it to be wrong ? Gen. iv. 9. 

Why did God place a mark upon him ? Gen. iv. 15. 

What did Cain then do ? Gen. iv. 16, 17. 

What does Nod mean 1 Vagabond. 

Was the land of Nod specially cursed for Cain*s sake ? 
Gen.iv. 11, 12. 

What was the character of Cain and his posterity? 
Gen. iv. 16. 

What other murderer was there in the early history of 
his family ? Gen. iv. 23. 

What other pious son had Adam ? Gen. iv. 25. 

What great religious event took place in the days of 
Seth ? Gen. iv. 26. 

What is the meaning of this ? Zcph. iii. 9. 

How old was Adam when he died ? Gen. y. 5. 

Did he live longer than any man of whom we have any 
account? Gen. v. 27. 

Did he enjoy more mature years than any other man? 
Gen. ii. 7, and v. 5. 

Do we know where he died ? 

Do we know where he was buried ? 

Who built the first city ? Gen. iv. 17. 

Who first paid attention to the raising of cattle ? Gen. 
iv. 20. 

Who was the first musician ? Gen. iv. 21. 

Who first ¥rrought in the metals ? Gen. iv. 22. 



GENERAL QT7ESTI0NS ON THE UFE 07 ADAM. 

Would Adam have died if he had not sinned ? Gen. iii. 
19. 
Who is called the second Adam ? 1 Cor. zv. 47. 
Who is the promised seed of the woman ? Gal. iii. 16. 
In what do we see the dignity and excellence of man ? 
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In what do we see the mercj of God ? 

How do we see the effects of a single sin ? 

Where do we see the nature of the great tempter of 
man? 

In what do we see the wisdom of God ? 

In what do we see the goodness of God ? 

Where are we taught that parents may be gnQYOosly 
disappointed in their children ? 

How do we see, — 

1. That it is natural to try to blame others when we 
sin? 

2. That excuses for sin are natural ? 

3. That these excuses will never satisfy God ? 

Can you point out a great contrast before and since the 
fall,- 

1. In the bodies of men ? 

2. In their employments and labor ? 

3. In the length of life ? 

4. In the disposition of the soul ? 

5. In the sorrows which they suffer ? 

6. In the earth ? 

7. In its climate ? 
' 8. In the beasts ? 

9. In the future prospects of man? 

10. In the duties of men ? 

11. In the final results as to the bodies and spirits of 
men? 

What lesson of humility does the life of Adam teach 
us? 

What lesson of fear should it teach us ? 

What does it teach us in regard to our life on earth ? 

What great and important event are we to look for- 
ward to ? 

To whom does it teach us to look for salvation ? 

How do wo see that sin can be pardoned only for 
Christ's sake? 

With what feelings should we look to Him ? 

In what respects will He make up to the world its loss 
through Adam ? 
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LESSON IV. 

DESOBNDAITTS OF A.DAlf. 

Chap. V. 

ITie Genealogy of AixvaCt Family. 

What was the name of the third son of Adam ? 

What is the meaning of Uus name ? Appointed. 

Why was he so called ? 

In whose image and likeness was Seth bom? Gen. 
r.3. 

What is the meaning of this ? He was a sinner. 

How old was Adam at the birth of Seth ? Gen. t. 3. 

What was the whole life of Seth ? Gen. v. 8. 

What were Adam's lineal descendants called ? Gen. y. 1 . 

What was ^e name of the third generation ? Gen. y. 6. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 235 years. 

At what age did Enos die ? Gen. y. 1 1 . 

What was the name of the foarth generation? Gen. 
V.9. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 325 years. 

At what age did Cainan die ? Gen. y. 14. 

What was the name of the fifth generation ? Gkn. y. 12. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 395 years. 

At what age did Mahalaleel die ? Gen. y. 17. 

What was the name of the sixth generation ? Gen. y. 
15. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 460 years. 

At what age did Jared die ? Gen. y. 20. 

What was the name of the seventh generation ? Gen. 

Y.18. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 622 years. 
What became of Enoch ? Gen. y. 24. 
What does this mean ? 

At what age was Enoch translated ? Gen. y. 23. 
What was the name of the eighth generation ? Gen. y. 
21. 
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How old was Adam at his birth ? 687 years. 

At what age did Methasaleh die ? Gen v. 27. 

What was the name of the ninth generation ? Gen. r. 
25. 

How old was Adam at his birth ? 874 years. 

At what age did Lamech die ? Gen. v. 31. 

What was the name of the tenth generation 1 Gen. v. 
28, 29. 

Was Adam alive at his birth ? 

How many generations did Adam live to see ? Nine. 

How long did he live with the ninth ? 56 years. 

How long had he been dead at the birth of Noah ? 126 
years. 

Who was the oldest man that ever lived 1 

For what was the second generation distingnished f 
Gen. iv. 26. 

Of all these, whose life was the shortest ? Gen. v. 23. 

In the line of whose posterity is this genealogy ? Gen. 
V.4. 

Whose line is not fully recorded 1 Gen. iv. 13, 14. 

Why not 1 Gen. iv. 8. 

Why was the line of Seth taken ? Gen. iv. 26. 

What are his posterity called 1 Gen. vi. 2. 

What are the posterity of Cain called ? Gen. vi. 2. 

Were these all the descendants of Adam 1 Gen. v. 4. 

What was the object of Moses in giving these ? Kom. 
ix. 5. 

For what was the eighth generation distinguished! 
Gen. v. 27. 

Why were the lives of men so long at that time 1 

What prophecy did Lamech utter ? Gen. v. 29. 

Who was the wisest of all those who lived before Noah? 
Oen. V. 24. 

For what was Enoch distinguished ? Gen. v. 24. 

How long did Enoch and Adam live together? 308 
years. 

Did Enoch die ? Gen. v. 24. 

Was he the only man who went to heaven without 
dying? 2 Kings ii. 11. 

What curse did God once pronounce upon all men? 
Gen. iii. 19. 
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Whj was Enoch released from this curse ? Qen. t. 24. 
Heb. zi. 5. 

Was he a prophet ? Jade i. 14. 

What prophecy of his have we now ? Jade i. 14, 15. 

Did his generation know of his being thos taken to 
heaven ? Heb. xi. 5. 

What do yon understand bj his walking with God ? 
Heb. xi. 5, 6. ' 

What reason have we to think that either Enoch or 
Elijah is now in heaven ? Matt. xvii. 3. 



PBAGTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

How does the life of Enoch show 

The great power of God 1 

That God is king over His own laws 1 

That a life of faith is pleasing to God ? 

That a holy life is bat one remove from heaven ? 

That Adam's descendants were depraved ? 

That the day of judgment was made known very early? 



LESSON V. 

LIPB OF NOAH. 

Chap. VI., VII., VHI. 

The Ruin of the World, 

Who was the tenth generation from Adam ? Gen. y. 29. 
Whose son was he ? Gen. v. 28. 
What great event took place in his day ? Gen. vii. 6. 
How old was he when this event took place ? Gen. viL 6. 
Was his father then living ? Gen. v. 30. 
How long had he been dead ? Gen. v. 30, and vii. 6. 
What man died in the same year that the flood came ? 
Gen. V. 27. 
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How old was the world when this event took place 1 
1,656 years. 

How many years before Christ ? 2348 years. 

What is meant by the expression ** God repented"? 
That He changes his dealings with his creatures, on ac- 
count of a change in their conduct towards him. 

Can you give a striking example of this ? Jonali iil. 
4, 5, 10. 

What was the cause of the flood ? Gen. vi. 5. 

What was the cause of their wickedness ? Gen. vi. 3, 
12 ; Job xiv. 4. 

What had hitherto restrained the wickedness of man ? 
Gen. vi. 3. 

What effect did the length of their lives have upon their 
character? Gen. vi. 5. 

Why would it have this effect ? Eccl. viii. 11. 

How far had mankind become corrupt ? Gen. vi. 5, 11 ; 
Ps. xiv. 2, 3. 

What did God determine to do ? Gen. vi. 7. 

To whom did God reveal this ? Gen. vL 13. 

How long before the flood was it revealed to Noah? 
Gen. vi. 3. 

Why did God reveal it to Noah? Gen.vi.'S; Heb. xi. 
7 ; 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

What family had Noah ? Gen. vii. 13. 

What was Noah's principal business ? 1 Pet. iii. 1 9, 20 ; 
2 Pet. ii. 5. 

What provision did he make against the flood ? Gen. 
vi. 14, and vii. 5. 

Did God command him to build the ark at the same time 
that He foretold to him the flood ? Gen. vi. 13, 22. 

How long was Noah in building the ark ? Gen. v. 32, 
and vi. 3. 

How came he to have skill to build it ? Gen. vii. 5. 

Of what wood was the ark built? Gen. vi. 14. 

What wood was this probably ? Cedar, or cypress. 

What was the shape of the ark ? 

How many feet is a cubit ? 1^. 

What was its length in feet ? 

What was its height in feet ? 

What was its width in feet ? 
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How was it made to keep oat water ? Gen. yI. 14. 

How many stories had it ? Gen. vi. 16. 

How did the ark compare in size with oar largest ships ? 
It was larger than eighteen of the largest ships of Uie hne. 

Was the flood to cover all the earth, or only the coantry 
where Noah lived ? Gen. vii. 4, 19. 

Why was it so extensive 'i Gen. vii. 4, 23. 

By what was Noah actuated in bailding the ark ? Heb. 
xi. 7. 

Who were saved with Noah in the ark ? Gen. vL 18 ; 
1 Pet ill. 20. 

Why were they thas saved ? Gen. vi. 8, 9. 

What creatares were saved in the ark ? Gen. vL 19, 20. 

What n amber of foar-footed beasts is supposed to have 
been saved in the ark ? About two hundred and fifty pain. 

What had they to eat ? Gen. vi. 21. 

What is meant by clean beasts and fowls ? Gen. vHi. 
20 ; Ley. xL 46, 47. 
^ By what means was the ^ood prodvced ? Gen. vii. 1 1. 1 2. 

How lone did it rain ? Gen. vii. 12. 

How high did the waters rise ? Gen. vii. 20. 

How old was Noah when the flood came? Gen. vii. 11. 

How old were his sons ? Gen. v. 32, and vii. II. 

What brought the beasts, fowls, &c. to the ark % Gen. vi 
19, and vii. 15, 16. . 

How long did the waters remain at their greatest height? 
Gen. vii. 24, and viii. 3. 

How long was the ark floating? Gen. vii. 17, 18, and 
viii. 4. 

Did the waters subside suddenly ? Gen. yiii. 3 ; 5. 

How long before the tops of the monntains were seen f 
Gen. vii. 11, and viii. 5. 

What bird did Noah first send oat of the ark ? Gen. 
viii. 7. 

What did he send next ? Gen. viii. 8. 

What did she bring back ? Gen. viii. 1 1 . 

Of what has the olive-branch ever since been an emblem 1 
Peace. 

When did he send out the dove again ? Gen. viii 12. 

What became of her ? Gen. yiiL 1 2. 
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PSACTICAL QUSSTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Faith in God leads us to obey His commands ? 

It is not necessary for a man to be wicked becaose others 
around him are so ? 

Men who will not believe God's threatenings must feel 
His punishments ? 

Those who trust God shall be und^r His special pro- 
tection? 



LESSON VI. 

LIFE OT NOAH. 

Ghap. vni., IX. 

The Owenofif. 

How did Noah know when to leave the ark ? Gen. viii. 
15, 16. 

How many sonls went in and came out of the ark ? 
Gen. Til. 13, and viii. 18. 

How long was Noah in the ark? Gen. vii. 11, and Tiii. 
13,14. 

What did Noah do first on going: out ? Gen. viii. 20. 

To whom did he offer this sacrifice ? Gen. viiL 20. 

With what feelings did he offer this sacrifice ? Heb. xi. 
7, 13, 39, and xii. 2. 

How did God regard it ? Gen. viii 21. 

What does thfs mean ? Ps. li. 19 ; Mai. iii. 4. 

What promise did God give to Noah ? Gen. viii. 21, 22, 
and ix. 9-17. 

Was there not an oath as well as a promise ? Isa. liv. 9. 

Was the curse on the ground lightened? Gen. y. 29, 
and viii. 21. 

What promise did God give in regard to the seasons ? 
G«ii. YiiL 22. 
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Were these the names of the seasons among the J^w8 ? 
Who were the parents of the new.world ? Gen. ix. 1 8, 1 9. 
What promise did God make to them ? Gen. ix. I. 
What promise about the beasts ? Gen. ix. 2. 
Do the wild beasts feel this fear now ? 
Do the tame beasts? 

What token of his covenant did God give ? Gen. ix. 
12-17. 

Did God need it to remind him of his promise ? 1 Sam. 
XT. 29. 
Why then did He give this sign ? Heb. vL 17, 18. 
When may we see it? Ezek. L 28. 
What new kind of food was given to man ? Gen. ix. 3. 
What condition was annex^ to the permission to eat 
flesh ? Gen. ix. 4. 
y What provision did Grod make against wanton violence 
^and marder? Gen. ix. 5, 6. 

What panishment was appointed for the mnrderer? 
Gen ix. 6. 
Why was this panishment chosen ? Gen. ix. 6. 
In what cases may life be taken without guilt ? Qen. ix. 
6 ; Dent. xix. 11-13; Rom. xiii. 1. 

What was Noah's occupation after the flood ? Gen. ix. 
20. 
Of what sin was Noah guilty ? Gen. ix. 20. 
Do we know that he was guilty of this sin before or after 
this? 
How long then had he been a sober man ? . 
Who first saw Noah in this condition ? Gen. ix. 22. 
What did he do ? Gen. ix. 22. 
What did his brothers do ? Gen. ix. 23. 
What was the sin of Ham ? Exodus xx. 12. 
What prophecy did Noah utter respecting him ? Gen. 
ix.25. 

What blessing did he pronounce on Shem ? Gen. ix. 
26, 27. 
What blessing on Japheth ? Gen. ix. 27. 
How long did Noah live after the flood ? Gen. ix. 28. 
At what age did he die ? Gen. ix. 29. 
What was his character ? Gen. vL 8, 9, and vii. 1 } Ez. 
xiv. 14, 20 ; Heb. xi. 7 ^ 2 Pet ii. 5. 
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CDDIEaAL QUESTIONS ON THE Lin OF NOAH. 

From the life of Noah what character do we learn is 
pleasing to God ? 

In what event of his life do we see the mercy of God ? 

In what event of his life do we see the condescension of 
God? 

In what event of his life do we see the power of God ? 

What in his life teaches ns, — 

That God can take care of His people 1 

That God will keep His promises ? 

That God will falfil His threatenings ? 

That God can make a bird do His errands ? 

That we should not mourn that our lives are cat down 
so short ? 

That the offerings of faith and gratitude are pleasing to 
God? 

That we may use the beasts ? 

That we may not abuse them ? 

The value of human life ? 

The use of the rainbow ? 

The fearfnlness of sin ? 

That good men are not perfect ? 

That good men may have wicked children ? 

That sin is handed down as a punishment? 

That the return of day aod night, seed-time and hanresti 
is a certain proof of the truth of God ? 



LESSON VII. 

DB8CENDANT8 OF NOAH. 

Chap. X. 

* The DivisUm of the WML 

Verse 1. How many sons had Noah f 
What were their names ? 
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Which was the oldest ? Verse 21 . 
What is the meaning of Japheth f The enlarger. 
Had these sons any children before the flood ? 
What part of the world was assigned to Japheth ? Eu- 
rope and Northern Asia. 
2. How many sons had Japheth ? 

5. What is meant by the isles of the Gentiles ? Lands 
beyond the Mediterranean Sea, including Euro]>e. 

25. Was the division of the earth made immediately 
after the flood, or not till afterwards ? 

Who received his name from this division ? 

What is the meaning of Peleg ? Division. 

From which of Noah's sons are we descended 1 Ja- 
pheth. 

What was the object of dividing the earth 1 To create ^ 
property and industry. 

What right had men to divide it ? 

6. What was the name of the second son of Noah ? 
How many sons had he ? 

^/ 6. What were their names ? 

^ 8. Who is supposed to be the first king 1 

8, 9, 10. For what two things was he distinguished 1 

10. What great city did he found ? Micah y. 6. 
Who settled Egypt? Mizraim. 

Who settled in Africa ? Other descendants of Ham. 
15, 19. Who was the ancestor of the old Canaanites? 

11. Who founded the Assyrian empire? ^ ' " ' 
What was the capital of that kingdom ? 

19. What city was named after Sidon ? 

What five cities, afterwards destroyed, are here shown 
to be very ancient ? • 

What waters cover these five cities ? Dead Sea^ 

6. From which of Noah's sons did the African race 
come? 

What two great cities mentioned in this chapter have 
lately been dug up ? Babylon and Nineveh. 

21. Who was the third son of Noah? 

22. How many sons had he ? 
Who were they ? 

What wonderful people sprang from Shem ? 
21. Who was their special ancestor? 
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Did all nations come originally from these three sons of 
Koiah? 

13, 14. What powerfnl tribes sprang from Mizraim ? 

Who was the ancestor of the Scythians? Magog. 

What country was called after Madai 1 Media. 

What were his descendants called ? Medes. 

What great nation descended from Elam ? Persia. 

With what nation did they unite in the time of Gyros f 
The Medes. 

What country did Arphaxad settle ? Chaldea. 

What country was named after Lnd 9 Lydia. 

What country was settled bv Aram 1 Syria. 

21. From whom did the Hebrews Uke their name? 

How came the old Canaanites to lose their ancient in- 
heritance? Dent, xviii. 12. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

The Bible is the most ancient history in the world? 

By mentioning particnlars, the Bible proves itself to be 
true? 

The soU of the earth is for the proper^ and the nse of 
man? 

Great kingdoms rise from small beginnings ? 

No people, cities, or kingdoms can prosper if they for- 
sake God f 

The wickedness of men is felt long after they are dead? 

As all men have one orig^i, they shoold love one another 
OS brethren ? 
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LESSON VIII. 

DBSCEKDANTS 07 ADAM. 

Chap. XI. 
The Origin ofLanguagtB, 

Verse 1. How many languages were first given to men ? 

2. Which way did the tribes begin to moye after the flood t 
Why did they stop on the plain ? 

4. What great plan did they form ? 
What two objects had they ? 

3. Of what materials did they build ? 
What kind of mortar did they use ? 

5. Does Grod need to go to a place in order to see men? 
What then is the meaning of the phrase *'tiie Lord 

came down ** ? 

What is the meaning of the 6th yerse ? 

Did God speak as in truth or in scorn ? 

What means did he use to confound their plan ? . 

Why did they do wrong in not wishing to disperse? 
Gren. ix. 1. 

8. What was the effect of confounding their language ? 
7. Why should this effect follow? 

9. What was the name of their tower called ? 
Meaning of the word ? Confusion. 

What evidence of the truth of this at this day ? 

With whom was Methuselah contemporary? Adam 
and all the patriarchs, including Shem. 

Would not Shem and his descendants speak Adam's 
language? 

What was Shem's language ? Hebrew. 

Why? Because he was probably contemporary with 
Abraham, who undoubtedly spoke Hebrew. 

What was then probably Adam's language ? 

How many years is it supposed to have been from the 
flood to the building of the tower of Babel? Some say 
over one hundred years, and some say over five hundred 
years. 

3 



10. Who was the oldest son of Shem ? * 

How long after the flood was he born ? 

What was the object in giving so particular a genealogy 
of Shem ? 

What city was afterwards built on the plain of Shinar 1 

Was it built with brick and the same kind of mortar ? 

How does this prove the truth of Moses's account ? 

26. How many sons had Terah ? 

Their names? 

Which was the oldest ? 
^ I Which son died before his father ? 
V 28. Where did they live 1 

/*Did Nahor's family ever remove to Haran 1 Gen. xxiv. 
10, and xxix. 4. 

Did they ever go to Palestine 1 

How manv went from Ur to Haran ? 

How far is Haran from the place supposed to be the 
ancient Ur ? Thirty miles. 

Where did Terah die 1 

Was he an idolater 1 Josh. xxiv. 2. 
. Until whose days was there a gradual decrease in men's 
years ? Psalm xc 10. 

29 Whose'daughter was Sarai ? 

What was her name in her own country ? Iscah. 

What relation is Sarai supposed to be to Abram ? Niece . 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where, in this lesson, do we learn, that 

The schemes of wicked men are likely to be thwarted ? 

Lasting results may follow one act of rebellion ? 

It is in vain to attempt to oppose God, and to prove his 
words false ? 

A man may be religious though, his family do not wor- 
ship God ' 

We cannot be sure of success in our plans ? 

Men may be very united and yet be doing "wi-ong ? 

Some who set out for the pronrused land may fall short ? 

The call of God will cause men to leave all and walk 
by faith ? 
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LESSEN IX. 
life of abbaham. 

Chap. XII. 

The Calling ofAhrciham, 

What is the meaning of the word Ahram ? High father, 
progenitor of a race. 
Verse 1. What had Ahram heen called to do ? 
When was Abram first called ? Acts y\i. 2, 3. 
What foar trials had Abram in obeying God 1 

1. Leaving his country. 

2. The religion of his ancestor must be given up. 

3. Opposition of relatives. 

4. Not knowing why or where he went. 
2, 3. How many blessings were promised ? 
What were they ? 

When was the first promise fulfilled ? 2 Chron. i. 9, 10. 

Abraham's " name is great " among what nations ? Jews, 
Mohammedans, and Christians. 

To whom has Abraham " been a blessing " 1 

What three blessings have we, that we obtain through 
Abraham's line ? 

Was the fourth promise fulfilled ? Numb. xxiv. 9. 

How was the last promise fulfilled ? Matt. i. 21 ; John 
i. 29 ; Gal. 'iii. 8, 14, 16, 

4. How old was Abram when called ? 

5. What is meant by " souls " ? Servants. 
Which way did Abram travel ? S. W. 

6. Where did he first stop in Canaan ? 

Why is it called " the place of Sichem " % The city was 
afterwards built there. 

What were other names for the same place ? Shechem 
and Sychar. 

From which of the sons of Noah did the Canaanites 
spring ? 

Meaning of " the Canaanite was then in the land " ? 
Had become already established there. 



7. How did the liord comfort Abraham ? 
How did he probablj appear ? 

How did Abraham consecrate the spot ? 

What was the altar for? * 

Was this afterwards probably an established place 
of worship for the Jews ? Josh. xxir. 1, 25, 26 ; Jndg. 
ix. 6. 

Who was bnried at Shechem ? Josh. xxir. 32. 

What king was crowned at Shechem 1 1 Kings xii. 1. 

What conversation did Christ have near the citj ? John 
iv.5-42. 

8. By whom was Bethel named ? Gen. xxviii. 19. 
What rite of religion, according to his custom, did he 

here perform 1 

10. What new trial had Abram ? 

Where did he go ? 

Which way from Bethel ? S. W. 

How old was Sarai now ? About 65 years. 

11, 12, 13. What did Abram propose to Sarai ? 

Of what sin was he guilty in this proposal ? 

14, 15. How were the Egyptians pleased with Sarai ? 

16. How was Abram treated 1 

17. How did God show his displeasure ? 

18. Who first reproved Abram 1 

19. 20. How did he show his anger ? 

How was the word Pharaoh used ?' All the kings for 
over three thousand years were called Pharaoh; some 
think the word signifies king. 

16. What presents did Pharaoh give Abram ? 

How did David describe this divine care over Abram ? 
Ps. cv. 13, 15. 



PSACTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Good men will obey God, though they do not know the 
reason of ttie commands or duties ? 

A holy man will worship God, though in the midst of 
wicked people ? 
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Good men are imperfect ? 
The righteous are not free from trials ? 
Wicked men maj reprove the righteous man ? 
Good men are punished in this life for their sins ? 
God*s promises are not always immediately fulfilled ? 
Deception is never of any permanent advantage ? 
We m*v deceive by keeping back the truth? 
When God calls his people to make great sacrifices for 
his sake, he promises greater blessings ? 



LESSON X. 

life of abraham. 

Chap. XTTT. 

The Choice. 

Verse 1. In going out of Egypt, what direction did 
Abram take i North. 

What then is meant by the phrase " into the South " ? 
South of Canaan. 

Who came with Abram ? 

2. In what did his riches consist ? 

3. 4. To what place did he return ? 

2. What promise had God begun to fulfil ? 

4. What seemed to draw him to Bethel ? 
Was the altar probably there 1 

What is probably meant by "calling upon the name of 
the Lord " ? Be-establishiog public worship with sacrifices. 

5. What property had Lot ? 
Why have tents 1 

What separated them ? Prosperity. 

6. What two things probably became scarce? Grass 
for flocks and wells of water. 

7. What enemies were watching Lot and Abram ? 

8. Who first spoke for peace ? 
What was his argument ? 

9. To whom did he give the privilege of choice 1 
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7. Who were especially quarrelling ? 

8. Does Abrana command or persuade ) 

Had God ever promised the land to Lot? No. ^ 
What blessing is promised to peacemakers ? Matt v. 9. 
What traits does Abram show ? ' 

1. A gentlemanly spirit. 

2. An accommodating spirit 

3. Desire for peace. 

4. Generosity. 

5. Humility. 

6. Religious principle. 

What characteristic traits did Lot manifest ? 

1. Selfishness. 

2. Avarice. 

3. Willingness to enter into temptation. 

Is the Jordan a large river? No. It runs through 
Palestine, one hundred miles long, and at its mouth is 
from two to three hundred yards wide. 

Which way is its general course ? 

What is the appearance of the plain of Jordan now ? It 
varies in breadth from four to twelve miles ; the upper part 
is generally sandy, but the lower part fertile. 

Is the Jordan as large as in Abram*s day ? Probably 
not It has diminished or worn a deeper channel. All 
rivers diminish as the forests are removed. 

10. Where is Zoar? 

How can we read the 10th verse so that it will not ap- 
pear that Zoar was in Egypt ? Enclose in parentheses the 
words " before the Lord destroyed," &c., down to " as thou 
comest.*' 

12. What wicked city did Lot approach ? 

How was Lot affected by the wickedness of the city ? 
2 Pet ii. 8. 

Do you suppose that Abram wanted this separation ? 

14. How does God comfort Abram ? 

What wicked man predicted of the great numbers of 
God's people ? Numb, xxiii. 10. 

16. When was the promise in this verse fulfilled? 
Deut i. 10. 

Upon what condition was this promise ? Is. xlviii. 18, 19. 

17. What did he tell Abram to do ? 
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What ^oes this mean ? Occupji any part of it 

What effect woald the sight of Canaan have on Abram ? 
Enconragement. 

Which way did Abram go from Lot ? West. 

18. Where did ho dwell ? 
. Who probably gare the name to the country 1 Gren. 
xiv. 13. 

Which way was it from Bethel ? 

When was this place called Hebron ? Josh. xir. 14, 15. 

By what other name was it called? Josh. xiv. 15. 

Blow long did Abram probably stay at Mamre ? Some 
years. 

Did Abram go directly to Mamre ? It is supposed he 
first travelled to Palestine, as God commanded. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Increase of property increases, trouble and care ? 

Good men will, for the sake of peace, yield up their rights ? 

Love of increased gain leads to danger? 

A nation may have great temporal advantages, and yet 
be very wicked ? 

God will honor men in doing right ? 

It is dangerous to go into temptation ? 

Good men love the worship of God and the "place 
where his honor dwelleth " ? 

Prosperity separates friends more than trouble ? 

God gives his friends encouragement as they need ? 

We can worship God better by having a stated place of 
sojourn ? 
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LESSON XI. 

UFB OF ABRAHAM. 

Chap. XIV. 

The First BcOOe. 

Verse 1. What is remarkable about this war? First 
mentioned in Bible. 
Had Abraham ever been a roan of war before ? 
What was his object in fighting now ? 
From which of Noah's sons was Amraphel descended ? 
What was another name for his kingdom ? Assyria. 
Were these noted kingdoms afterwards ? Is. xi. 11. 
If these were mere deputies, why called kings % Is. x. 8. 

2. Where was Sodom ? 

When was Bela called Zoar ? Gen. xix. 22. 
Were all these cities afterwards destroyed ? Deut xxix. 
23 ; Gen. xix. 25. 
Which were the chief? 
Whose descendants occupied these cities ? Gen. x. 19. 

3. What sea afterwards covered this valley ? 

When Chedorlaomer subdued the kings, what prophecy 
began to be fulfilled ? Gen. ix. 25, 26 ; comp. Gen. x. 11 , 22. 

4. What brought on this war ? 

Who was afterwards a famous king of the Bephalms ? 
Deut. iii. 11. 

To whom was his country given ? Deut iii. 13 ; Josh, 
xvii. 1. 

What prophecy was thus fulfilled ? Gen. xv. 20. 

What was Mount Seir afterwards called, and why? 
Gen. xxxvi. 9. 

7. What other Eastern army came into Palestine by Ha- 
zezon-tamar ? 2 Chron. xx. 2. 

10. Who were victorious ? The invaders. 
What kings were destroyed there ? 
What became of the others ? 

11. What did they take away? 
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How was the pmiishmeiit suited to their guilt? Ezek. 
xvi. 49. 

12. What other prisoner did thej take ? 

How does this yerse show the impropriety of Lot's dwell- 
ing in Sodom ? 

13. How did Abram hear of Lot's captivi^^ ? 

14. What does ** brother" here mean ? Is ear relative. 
Who composed his army ? 

Where is Dan ? 

15. What city mentioned is still in existence ? ' 
How old is this city? Over 4,000 years. . The inhab- 
itants say that Adam was formed oat of the red clay of their 
dty. 

16. Was Abram SQCcessfol? ' 

17. Where was Shaveh ? A little north of Jerusalem. 
Who else met Abram ? 

Of whom was he a type ? Heb. y. 6, and vii. 15. 

What is the meaning of Melchisedek ? King of right- 
eonsness. 

Meaning of Salem ? Peace. 

Where was Salem? Ps. Ixxvi. 1, 2. 

What two offices did he nnite ? 

Was blessing the office of the priest ? 1 Chron. xxiii. 13. 

What was the osaal blessing which they pronoanced ? 
Numb. vi. 23-27. 

What does Paul say of him ? Heb. vii. 1 - 4, 1 1 . 

What is probably meant by beino: "without father, 
without mother, without descent''? That his parentage 
is not known. 

How is Melchisedek a type of Christ ? 

1. He was both priest and king as Christ. 

2. He was not a priest by inheritance, but by di- 
vine appointment. Christ came from the kingly, but 
not priestly tribe. 

What IS the meaning of gave tithes ? Heb. vii. 2, 4. 

21. Whom did the king of Sodom mean by "the per- 
sons " ? Those of his subjects taken by his enemies and 
recovered by Abram. 

To whom would ** the goods " of right belong ? To 
Abram, because he, and not the king of Sodom, took them. 

22. What is meant by lifting up the right hand ? Taking 
an oath ? 
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Was this a common form of taking an oath ? Dan. xii. 
7 ; Hev. x. 5, 6. 

What implies that Abram had done this before he met 
the king ? 

How do we know that Abram did not pnrsae these kings 
for desire of conquest and spoils ^ 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
It is right to protect and help our kindred in tronble ? 
Men should not make war for the sake of gain ? 
Good men will honor God for his protection and aid ? 
Christ is prefigured from the earliest times ? 
Good men, though not of the same nation, will love and 
honor each other ? 
We may find holy men among wicked people ? 
The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance ? 
Idolatry did not at first fill all nations ? 
Vows made to God in time of danger ought to be kept ? 
Good men are very careful to preserve their character ? 



LESSON XII. 

LIFE OF ABBAHAM. 

CJhap. XV. 
The Tuion. 

Verse 1. Why did Abram need this special encourage- 
ment at this time? 

Had Abram received any reward for his valor and kind- 
ness? 

What two things were promised as his recompense ? 

What is a shield ? 

What does the figure mean ? 
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What saored poet often uses this figure ? David. 

2. What reward did Abram earnestly desire ? 

What promise had he received which made him think so 
mnch of being childless ? Gen. ^ii. 7. 

Had he at this time son or daughter ? 

Who was Abram's steward ? 

Did Abram l6ok at temporal or spiritual things ? 

Was the complaint altogether sinless ? 

Were the complaints in verses 2 and 3 made at the same 
or different times ? 

If made at different times, why was not the first an- 
swered 1 

5. How was this promise different from those belfore 
given ? 

How was his posterity to be like the stars ? Innumer- 
able and glorious. 

Who are his seed ? Rom. iv. 16. 

Why was this a beautiful emblem of the proidise ? Dan. 
xii. 3. 

6. What is the meaning of " counted it to him for right-" 
cousness " ? Ps. cvi. 31. 

How do we know that this faith refers to Christ ? John 
viii. 56. 

7. How is Abram's coming out of Ur to be attributed to 
God? 

Is it right to attribute the same action to God and to 
man^ 
What remarkable example can you give ? Acts ii. 23. 

8. Why did Abram desire a sign ? To make his faith 
stronger. 

Was it wrong ? 

Was it to strengthen his faith then, or against some other 
hour of temptation ? 

Can you give examples of such requests ? Judges vi. 
36-40; 2 Kings xx. 8 ; Matt. xi. 2, 3. 

9. What five animals was Abram directed to offer ? 
Were they the same that the Jews afterwards offered ? 

10. Was passing between the parts a common way of 
covenanting? Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. 

Were the birds divided in the Jewish sacrifice ? Lev. i. 
17. 
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Why were the victims to be three years old? To be of 
fall value. 

11. Why must Abram be very watchful? 

12. Was this darkness supernatural ? 

Did visions usually cause fear ? Job iv. 13, 14 ; I>an. 
X. 8. 

Of what was this darkness probably an emblem ? The 
sorrow and degradation of his posterity. 

13. What afflicting circumstances connected with the new 
prediction ? 

Where were these predictions fulfilled ? 

14. When did the /our hundred years begin? Not cer- 
tainly known. Some suppose it to be from the time of 
Ishmael's mocking Isaac. 

How were the Egyptians judged or punished? Ps. 
Ixxviii. 43 - 51 ; Ps. cv. 27 - 38. 

How was the promise of coming out with great sub- 
stance fulfilled ? Ps. cv. 37. 

15. What alleviating promise is given ? 

** Go to thy fathers " meaning ? Gen. xi. 32, and xxv. 9. 
Was he buried with his fathers ? 
Does this imply the belief in immortality^ among the pa- 
triarchs? 
What other comforting promise was given ? 

1 6. When were the seed of Abraham to return to Canaan ? 
What men of fourth generation came out of Egypt ? 

Moses, 4th from Levi (1 Chron. vi. 1, 2, 3) ; Caleb, from 
Judah (1 Chron. ii. 3, 4, 5, 18.) 

Why were not the Amorites to be sooner driven out ? 

Who is here included in the term ** Amorite " ? The 
other Canaanites. The Amorite was probably specified 
because Abram lived among them. 

How does this promise illustrate the second command- 
ment? 

17. Of what was the furnace an emblem ? Deut. iv. 20. 
Of what was the lamp an emblem ? Is. Ixii. 1. 

18. How wide were the promised dominions ? 

When was this promise fulfilled, and in whose time ? 
2 Sam. viii. 3 ; 2 Chron. ix. 26. 
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PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Our best services are interrupted by sin ? Verse 11. 

There may be ^eat faith, and yet many fears ? 

We may complain to Grod, though not of him 1 

Promised blessings try the faith if delayed ? 

We cannot understand prophecies till the fulfilment un- 
folds them ? 

God^s friends are not exempt from death ? 

Old age is a blessing ? 

€U>od people are ofwn denied temporal blessmgs which 
others enjoy ? 



LESSON XIII. 
life of abbaham. 

Chap. XVI. 

The Flight ofHagar. 

Verse 1. In the promise that Abram should have a 
son, had Sarai been named also ? 

How came Sarai probably to have an Egyptian for a 
servant? Gen. xii. 20. 

What is the meaning of Hagar ? A fugitive. • 

Were these double marriages common before the time 
of Abram ? 

2. Who proposed this marriage ? 
What induced her to do so ? 

In what way did Sarai acknowledge the providence of 
God? 

3. What shows the weakness of Abram*s faith in this 
thing ? 

How long had he been in Canaan when this marriage 
took place 1 
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How old was he at this time ? 

Was this act to be commended in Abram ? 

4. How was Sarai punished for leading him into tempta- 
tion ? 

5. How does Sarai show her jealousy of Abram ? 
Was her appeal to God one of piety or impatience 1 
What spirit does Abram show ? Wish to quiet Sarai. 
Was he right in it ? 

6. What wrong did Sarai to Hagar 1 

9. How do we know she was wrong in fleeing away ? 
Which way did Shur lie from Canaan ? South, to- 
wards Egypt. 
Have we read of angels before this ? 
What do you understand an angel to be 1 
How many are there ? Dan. vii. 10. 
What is their employment ? Heb. i. 14 ; Rev. v. 1 1 - 13. 

8. By what title did the angel address her ? 
Why did he use this humiliating title ? 
What questions does the angel put to her ? 
What was there honest in her answer ? 

9. What was his direction' to her ? 

10. What leads us to suppose that Hagar promised to 
obey ? 

What leads us to suppose that Sarai so far saw her 
fault that Hagar was welcomed back 1 

11. What shows Hagar's afflictions to be real and deep? 
10, 11. What predictions were made to her? 

How many different promises ? 
•By what name was her son to be called? 
Meaning of Ishmael ? God hath heard. 
Of how many tribes did Ishmael become the father t 
Gen. XXV. 16. 
Of what people is he the ancestor ? Arabs. 
How is the promise of a multitude fulfilled ? 

12. What was the prediction concerning their character ? 
Has this been fulfilled? They have never been civil- 
ized or tamed. 

" Every man's hand,*' &c. Is this now true ? Yes, there 
is continual hostility between the tribes. 

What is meant by the last prediction? Though sur- 
rounded by other nations, they would be the same. 
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13. What adoring confession does Hagar make ? 
What in her had God seen ? 

1. Her sins. 

2. Her affections. 

3. Her destiny. 

4. Her repentance. 

What shows that Hagar had been instructed in religion 1 

14. What memorial does she raise to the mercy of God 1 
Who Was this angel? Mai. iii. 1 ; Gen. xlviii. 16. 

15. How does it appear that she obeyed the angel 1 
Whom does the seed of this bondwoman represent? 

Gal. iv. 25. 

What is the religion of IshmaeVs descendants ? Mo^ 
hammedan. 

What tribe was named afi:er Hagar? Hagarenes. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
. Our near relatives may be our greatest tempters ? 

It is unwise to contrive plans which are against God's 
wUl? 

The blessing of children is a gift of God? 

When we want anything, we are easily tempted to use 
wrong means ? 

When honored, the human heart is prone to show its 
pride? 

God often punishes us by the very instruments with 
which we sin ? 

When we do wrong, we are inclined to blame others ? 

Men may even appeal to God, and yet not be in tho 
right ? 

God is omniscient ? 

It is a mercy to be stopped when we are out of the path 
of duty? 

When convinced of having done wrong, the real penitent 
will at once do right ? 

God often see£ in mercy those who never look after 
him? 
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When we are senaible of the mercy of God, w« shall 
wish to keep it in memory ? 

Muiy mav have Abraham for their natural father, and 
yet not be blessed in him ? 



LESSON XIV. 

lxvb ov abraham. 

Chap. XVIL 

The Seed of Circumcision. 

Verse 1. How long a time between the events recorded in 
the last verse of the i6th chapter and the first verse of this ? 

2. What, mercy had Abram now ? 

1. What does God here call himself? 
What docs he command Abram to do ? 
What does " perfect " here mean ? Perfect in obedience. 
How many times had God promised a nomeroos pos- 
terity ? Four times. 

3. How did Abram show his reverence ? 

5. What change did he make in Abram's name ? 
What does it mean ? High father of a multitude. 
How is Abraham the father of many nations ? Bom. 

iv. 16. 

6. " Kings shall come out of thee/' — has this been ful- 
filled ? From him were descended the kings of Judah and 
Israel, kin^ of Edom, Saracen kings, in Arabia, Babylon, 
Egypt, and Christ, the King of kings. 

7. What does God now promise? 

10. What was the sign of the covenant ? 

12. At what age were children to be circumcised ? 

Who were to be circumcised ? 

14. What was the penalty of neglecting this rite ? 
Until this time, from whom did Abraham suppose his 

numerous posteritv would descend ? Hagar. 

15. What was the alteration in Sarai's name? 
What does Sarah mean ? Princess of a multitude. 
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16. What blessing did he promise to her t 
K>w was. Abraham affected? 

17. What is meant bj the expression*^ he laughed'*? 
Bejoioed. 

Where is this word used elsewhere with the same mean- 
ing? Ps. cxxTi. 1, 2 ; Job riii. 21. 
Did Abraham believe the promise ? Rom. ir. 20. 

/1 8. What was the first prayer ever recorded in the Bible ? 
19. What was Abraham to call his son ? 
What does Isaac mean ? Laughter. 
What did he promise to do for Isaac ? 
What for Ishmael ? 
What blessings did he grant him ? 
How many princes should descend from him ? 
Is this promise fulfilled?* The twelve tribes from 
IsbmaePs twelve sons still live in Arabia, distinct 

21. What were Isaac's two great and peculiar blessings ? 
Bom. ix. 7. 

22. How did the Lord leave Abraham ? 

23. When did Abraham circumcise his household ? 
27. Who were circumcised ? 

25. How old was Ishmael ? 

WhO| in imitation of him, delay the rite till the 13th 
year ? All his descendants. 

Is this rite still observed among the Jews ? 
* When was it done away by God? At the death of 
Christ 

How many people still observe this ceremony? 150 
millions. 

Are figures drawn from this rite ever used in the Bible ? 
Deut X. 16; Jer. iv. 4. 

Was it performed on the Sabbath ? John vii. 22, 23. 

7. Did God make or confirm the covenant ? 



PRACTICAL QUKflTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
God sometimes delays special manifestations of him- 
self? 
God may delay but he does not forget, his promises ? 
4 
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Bites and ceremonies are only evidences or tokens of 
Grod's covenant ? 

God will hear the prayer of parents for their children 1 

Grood men will do their duty as soon as they know it ? 

It is right to obey God without knowing or asking the 
reasons ? 

A good man will pray for his family ? 

God does not equally manifest himself at all times to 
his chosen ? 

Good men worship God with reverence ? 

The covenants and promises of Grod embrace families ? 

The conditions of these are sincere obedience f 

What seems Impossible to man is easy with God ? 
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LESSON XV. 

LIVE OF ABBIhaU. 

Chap. XVm. 

The Heavenly GuesU. 



Verse 1. What four scenes are recorded in this chapter % 

How did God appear ? 

Was it more or less familiarly than formerly ? 

Where are the plains of Mamre ? Gen. xxiii. 19. 

Why so named 1 Gen. xiv. 13. 

What is a tent ? 

How built ? , 

Why did Abraham live in tents ? 

Were these really men ? 

Had Abraham lived here before? 

Why was he sitting in the tent-door? 

2. Did he know these three men to be angels ? Verse 
4 ; Heb. xiii. 2. 

Did he meet them because he thought them to be angels 1 

Who were they ? 

Why did he run and bow ? 

How was such hospitality regarded in the Bible? Job 
xxxi. 17. 



43 

" My lord," — why this title ? 

To what ten different conditions is this title applied in 
the Bible ? 

I. As a word of authority. 

1. To God the Father. Gen. ii. 7 : " The Lord God 
formed man/' &c. 

2. To the Son, Col. iii. 24 : " For ye serve the Lord 
Christ." 

3. To the Holy Spirit, 2 Thes. iii. 5 : « And the 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and 

' into the patient waiting for Christ." 

4. To kings. 2 Sam. xix. 19 : *'Let not my lord 
(David) impute iniquity," &c. 

5. To pnnces and nobles. Dan. iv. 36 : " And my 
counsellors and lords sought unto me." 

6. To tyrants. 1 Pet. v. 3 : '* Neither as being lords 
over God^ heritage." 

II. As a word of reverence. 

7. To 2l husband. Gen. xviii. 12: "Shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also ? " 

8. To a master. John xv. 15 : " The servant know- 
eth not what his lord doeth." 

9. To prophets. 2 Kings ii. 19 : " The situation of 
the city is pleasant, as my lord seeth." 1 Kings 
xviii. 7 : "Art thou that my lord Elijah ? " 

10. To persons of voorth and merit, ^ Gen. xxiv. 18 : 
"Drink, my lord." 

3. To whom did he address himself? 
Was washing strangers' feet customary ? Gen. xix. 2 ; 
and xliii. 24. 
By whom was it usually performed ? 

5. Why does- Abraham offer a little water and a morsel of 
bread? It was a hasty refreshment, and there could be 
only a little preparation. 

What is the meaning of the phrase, " Therefore have ye 

come " 1 Providence had directed them for that purpose. 

What pious trait in Abraham's character does this show ? 

6. Where was Sarah ? 

What was peculiar in the construction of their tents ? 
The women's part was behind the front part, and divided 
from it. 
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Why did Sarah prepare it ? 
How was this work considered ? 

7. Why was not the meat ready ? Two reasons. 
Why did they eat under a tree ? 

How does this compare with modem acconnts ? 
Why did Abraham stand ? 

8, 9. For what three reasons would the angels' qnestioii 
excite surprise ? 

Why was the question asked ? 

10. *^ I will return," — who speaks ? Christ, as an angel. 
What must Abraham have known now? 
Did their knowledge of Sarah's laughter prove that they 
were not mortal ? 

12. Why did she laugh ? 
Was it sinful, and why was it ? 

How did Sarah's differ from Abraham's former laughter ? 

What good was mixed with her sin ? 

How does Peter commend this ? 1 Pet. iii. 6. 

13. For what two reasons was this question put to 
Abraham 1 

What attribute of God did Sarah's sin impeach ? 

Was God's reproof severe ? 

Was it gentle ? 

Did it probably cure her unbelief? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God will discover and reprove the most secret sins 1 

God does away our unbelief by renewed promises, when 
he might justly cut us off from the blessing ? 

Our sins never come alone ? 

God's past mercies are the pledge of those to come ? 

Religion should increase, not destroy, politeness 1 

Hospitality becomes good men ? 

Great plainness is consistent with wealth and worth 1 

Faith shows itself in good works 1 

The same action may be good or bad, according to the 
state of the heart? 

Unbelief is displeasing to God ? 
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LESSON XVI. 

LI7B OF ABBAHAM. 

Chap. XVIII. 

The Effectual Prayer of the Righteous. 

Verse 16. Meaning of the phrase ** looked towards 
Sodom"! 

Why did Abraham go with them ? 

Did he suppose one was God ? 

What is meant by bringing them on their way ? 

Was this a part of the datjr of hospitality ? 3 John 6. 

How many went to Sodom ? Gen. xix. 1. 

17. What is meant by the expression, *' Shall I hide " ? 
How was Abraham pecnliarly honored ? 

Why did God resolve to inform him ? 

18. What made it sure that Abraham would become a 
gi*eat nation 1 

In what way are all nations blessed in him ? 

19. Did Abraham command all his house ? 
Who was excepted ? 

Upon whom as well as Abraham did the covenant 
depend 1 

20. What does "the cry" here mean? Gen. iv. 10; 
Jas. ▼. 4. 

Whose cry did God hear? The continual sorrow of 
the oppressed. 
Wnat other reason for God*s displeasure ? 

21. What is the meaning of the phrase " will go down ? ** 
Why is such language used? 

How are these verses to be understood? He spoke 
after the manner of men. 

22. In what direction did the angels go ? South. 
Towards what city ? 

How many angels went ? 

How did Abraham show his reverence ? 

23. What is the meaning of the expression *'drew 
near " ? Heb. x. 22 ; Jas. iv. 8. 
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For what is this intercession remarkable? 

1. Earnestness. 

2. Keverence. 

3. Importunity. 

4. Faith and power. 

24. What evidence is there that Abraham had confi- 
dence in God's justice 1 
Does this prayer prove that Abraham did not abhor sin ? 
Why choose the numherjifty f 
For whom did Abraham plead at first ? 
27. What evidence here of Abraham's humility ? 
Whythe regular decrease ? 

30. Why was he afraid that the Lord might be angry? 
For whom did Abraham plead at last ? 

32. Why promise to speak but this once ? 
What here shows the mercy of God ? 

What here shows the wickedness of the cities ? 
How many cities were there ? 

How many righteous would there have been on an 
average to each city ? 

33. What is the meaning of the phrase " went his way " ? 
Can good people expect equal communion with God at 

all times ? 

Where did Abraham go ? 

Did Abraham probably doubt whether ten righteous 
would be found ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
Grod is infinite in condescension ? 
God sets a high value on family worship ? 
God is ever ready to pardon ? 
God highly esteems the righteous ? 
They are a blessing to the world ? 
Humility becomes us in prayer? 
The duty and eflBcacy of intercessory prayer ? 
Spiritual blessings must be accompanied with family 
instruction^ 
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Prayer is a blessing to others? 

Good men will never distmst God's justice ? 

We ought to exercise charity towards men ? 



LESSON XVII. 

LIFE OF ABRAHAM. 

Chap XIX. 

The Destruction of the Cities of the Plain. 

Verse 1. What had become of the third angel ? 
In what form did they appear to Lot ? 
Why was the citjr sarrounded by walls ? 
Why did Lot sit in the gate ? The gate was a place of 
public resort, for, — 

1. Social intercourse, as in this instance. 

2. Public assemblies. 2 Sam. xix. 8: **The king 
sat in the gate." Jer. xxxtI* 10 : " Baruch read at the 
entry of the new gate.'* 

3. Courts of justice. Ruth iv. 11: "The people 
in the gate said. We are witnesses." 

4. l£irkets. 2 Kings yii. 1 : " Two measures for 
a shekel in the gate." 

5. Places of council. Matti xvi. 18 : " The gates of 
hell shall not," &c. 

How did he welcome them ? 

Did he entertain angels unawares ? 

2. Why did they remse at first ? 

Was there a lie in this case ? Comp. Luke xxiv. 28, 29. 

3. Why did he urge them ? 

1. Generosity. 

2. Desire to ei^oy their society. 

3. Because he knew the danger to which they would 
otherwise be exposed. 

* 4. He probably judged they were pious. 
How great was the degradation of the Sodomites? 
xviii. 20. 
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4. How was Lot's dwelling different from Abraham's ? 

6. Why shut the door ? 

7. Why does he call them brethren? 

Was the expedient he proposed justifiable ? 
Had parents unlimited power orer their children in 
those days ? 
Have we ever a right to do wrong that good may come ? 

9. How had he been a judge ? 2 Pet ii. 7, 8. 

10. Why does Moses still call them men ? 

12. When was it they told Loti 

19. How many righteous did the angels find 1 
Why were his relatives included in the offer? For 
Lot's sake. 

13. Why did the angels tell him of the coming destmc- 
tion? 

14. Why should Lot^s family have believed him ? 

1. It was a midnight cry. 

2. His character. 

3. Strange events of the night-blindness. 

4. The flood had been a terrible warning. 
How did they try to quiet themselves ? 

15. How early did they arise in the morning? 
Had Lot any daughters not there ? 

Do we know how many ? 

16. Why did he linger? 

What contrast was there between David and Lot ? 
Ps. cxix. 60. 

Was the angels' sternness and severity prompted by 
mercy to Lot ? 

18. What trait in Lot's character is here revealed ? 

Meaning of the word Zoar ? Little one. 

Why was its size pleaded ? 

22. ** Cannot/' — what kind of an impossibility? Amoral 
impossibility, i. e. would not. 

Did tlie Sodomites know destruction was so near? 
Luke xvii. 28 - 30. 

What other cities were destroyed ? Dent. xxix. 23 ; 
Jer. xlix. 18. 

What monument of this event remains to this day ? 

26. Why did Lot's wife look back ? 

Why was her punishment so severe ? 
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Of what was the destruction of Sodom a type ? Jade 
i. 7. 

29. How did God remember Abraham? By saving 
alive liOt- 

30. Why did Lot fear to dwell in Zoar ? 

31 -38. What two circumstances constitute Lot's sin 1 
How did they tempt him to this sin ? 
What is to be said in excuse ? 

What was the character of these children ? Zeph. ii. 9. 
Do we ever hear of Lot again ? 1. e. any further history ? 
Have we reason to believe that he repented and was 
saved ? 2 Pet. ii. 7. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

WTiere in this lesson do we learn, that 

God will find out his people in the multitude of the 
wicked 1 

Personal exertion is necessary to secure salvation 1 

Persevering diligence is necessary to secure salvation V 

God's people are safe when in the way of duty T 

He will not fail them at the last ? 

The dangerous condition of those who are not made 
better by afflictions ? 

The wicked are blessed for the sake of the righteous ? 

iJVery sin must be left without a single longing look ? 

Destruction may be nearest when we least suppose it ? 

The exceeding sinfulness of sin and its awful conse- 
quences ? 

We are never out of danger while on earth ? 

The only safety for huinan nature is to be delivered 
from temptation ? 

God never lacks instruments with which to save or de- 
stroy'? 

Sin will cause a good man's sun to set in darkness % 

Pear will not deter men from sin 1 

Punishment is God's strange work ? 
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LESSON XVIII. 

LIFE OF ABRAHAM. 

Chap. XX. 

JTie Unwi$e Expedient, 

Where had Abraham been liying. Gen. xiiL 18^ and 
xviii. 1. 

Verse 1. Why should Abraham remove? For fresh 
pasturage. 

Where is Gerar ? 

What other -patriarch dwelt at Gerar 1 Gen. xxvi.- 1 . 

What was Kadesh called at first ? Gen. xiv. 7. 

What took place here after this 1 Numb. xiii. 26. 

What was Shur ? Ex. xv. 22. 

2. When had Abraham used the same eqniyocation 
before ? Gen. xii. 13. 

In what sense was she his sister ? Kelative, — niece. 
*How was the sin more aggravated than before ? 
Did the falsehood effect the desired end ? 

3. How was Abimelech made sensible of his sin ? 
How does this compare with the case of Pharaoh ? 

Is Abraham's conduct justifiable ? No. It is in vain to 
say that he declared the truth, though not the whole truth, 
that he concealed what was proper and told nothing that 
was false, because his declaring her to be his sister was, in 
effect, denying her to be his wife, which was a direct false- 
hood. 

Are we now to look for 'divine communications in 
dreams, &c. ? 

Why not 1 Is. viii. 20. 

What is meant by saying, " Thou art a dead man " ? 

What condition is implied in the threatening? Ez. 
xxxiii. 14, 15. 

4. How were they a righteous nation ? Innocent. 2 Sam. 
iv. 11. 

5. Was it right to throw the blame on Abraham and 
Sarah? 
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Were they both guilty ? 
6. Was Abimelech guilty as yet ? 
On what ground was Abimelech excused ? 
What kind of ignorance excuses from guilt? Gen. 
xxii. 14. 
7/. In what sense was Abraham a prophet ? Ez. vii. 1.^ 
What was his duty as a prophet ? Jer. xiv. 11 ; xv. 1. 
How was this a high honor ? « 

8. Why was Abimelech so eager to obey ? 

9. How did Abimelech regard Abraham's conduct ? 

11. What is peculiarly striking in his reproof ? 
Does this answer exptain or justify 1 

Did Abraham show a want of faith ? 

12. In what sense is this true ? 

13. How does he acknowledge the hand of God ? 
How did this explanation raise him in Abimelech's 

esteem ? 

14. How did Abimelech show his esteem for Abraham's 
religion ? 

16. How much value of silver ? Some sav about $ 280. 

1 6. Why did Abimelech call Abraham his brother ? Be- 
cause they had chosen the title. 

What is meant by the word " covering ** here ? A de- 
fence. 

How did Abraham show his repentance ? 

How was Sarah reproved ? 

15. What noble offer did Abimelech make ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, 

That the Scripture narrative is faithful in recording hu- 
man nature ? 

The imperfection of good men ? 

The strong power of unbelief? 

The sin of deception ? 

The estimation in which God holds the seventh com- 
mandment ? 

That God restrains us from sin, though we may not 
know it ? 
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That good men, if left to themselves, will fall into sin 1 

The mercy of God ? 

That the great iniquity of the world would be much 
greater but for the restraining grace of God ? 

That we often sin when we are not aware of it ? 

That the conduct of nfrorldly men may often reprove the 
best men ? 

What great lesson do we learn from the conduct of 
Abimelech ? 



LESSON XIX. 

LIFE OF ABBAHAH. 

Chap. XXL 

The Child of the Promise, 

Verse 1. In how many ways does God visit men ? 

In which of these did he now visit Sarah ? 

When was the promise given ? Gen. xviii. 10. 

Why this repetition ? Josh. xxi. 45. 

How were they peculiarly honored 1 Two ways. 

2. Where was Isaac bom ? Gen. xii. I. 

6. In what sense is " to laugh " here used ? 

9. What was this mocking ? 2 Sam. iu. 14 : Gal. iv. 29 ; 
Heb. XI. 36. ' 

Why should Ishmael feel so ? 

What reason had Ishmael to think he should be Abra- 
ham s heir ? He was the first-bom. 

10. When was Isaac recognized as heir? 
What is the meaning of " cast out " ? Divorce. 

11. Why did Abraham hesitate ? 

12. Did God allow Sarah's wish to be gratiBed ? 
Did It show that he approved of her spirit ? 

What prophecy began to be fulfilled ? Gen. iii. 15. 
How does Paul explain this history ? Gal. iv. 22 - 25. 

13. Why was this blessing pronounced on Ishmael ? 
Was it a temporal or a spiritual blessing ? 

14. What characterizes Abraham's obedience? 
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What is here meant by bread 1 Froyisions. 
Of what were bottles made in those days ? Leather. 
Why not give them more ? Thev could not carry it. 
Where is the wilderness of Beer-sheba ? South oi Pales- 
tine, near Egypt. 

What kind of a desert is it ? Uninhabited, sandy plain. 
Why did she go that way ? To return to Egypt. 

16. What evidence of want of true faith in Hagar? 
Comp. with ver. 13. 

17. What voice did God hear ? The voice of distress. 

19. Was the water there before 1 

20. How was God with him ? In His providential care. 
Why did he dwell in the wilderness ? 

What prophecy began to be fulfilled ? Gren. xvi. 12. 

What is meant here by *' an archer ? " A hunter. 
•21. Why a wife out of Egypt ? 

What may we infer from this, as to her religious feelings ? 

What were Ishmael's descendants sometimes called? 
1 Chron. V. 10, 19, 20. 

How do the Arabs regard Ishmael 1 With great rev- 
erence. 

22. Who was Abimelech ? Gen. xx. 2, 3. 

23. Why did he visit Abraham ? 

What promise was thus fulfilled ? Gen. xii. 2, 3. 
What was his motive in making this treaty ? 
27, 28. How was this treaty ratified ? 
Why was Abraham so read^ to swear ? 
What were the ceremonies m making a treaty ? 
What is the meaning of the oath ? 
Is such an oath a violation of the third commandment ? 
Was it desirable for Abraham to swear that he would 
not deal falsely? 

25. Why was this difficulty brought up now ? Because 
it was now the time to settle all difficulties. 

26. How did Abimelech excuse himself? 
Was this accepted ? 

30. Why this present ? 

What circumstance would keep this covenant. ever in 
mind? 

How were such treaties and contracts kept in memory 
before the invention of letters ? By a sign. E. g. : — 
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The rainbow. Gen. ix. 16, 17. 

The Sabbath. Ex. xxzi. 16, 17. 

Jacob's pillar. Gen. xxviii. 18. 

Jacob and Laban. Gen. xxxi. 45-47. 

The Passover. Ex. xii. 

The twelve stones. Josh. iv. 1-9. 
What is the meaning of Beer-sheba ? 
What other memorial did Abraham leave in Beer-sheba ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

No earthly joy is unalloyed ? 

None are cast out from God till they deserve it ? * 

Some will be conversant with the children of God here 
who will be cast oat hereafter ? 

Nations are of God's making 1 

Many have the blessings of Providence who are stran- 
gers to the covenant of grace ? 

The children of the world fare better for their relation to 
the children of God ? 

In God the needy and the fatherless find mercy ? 

The children of the promise will often be objects of ha- 
tred and contempt to the natural man ? Cain and Abel, &c 

It is proper to raise memorials where we have received 
great blessings ? 

Sin nsnallv brings punishment in this life ? 

The blessing which attends good men is seen by the 
world around them ? 

Frankness will generally be met with frankness ? 

The evil we receive from men is often done through ig- 
norance 9 
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LESSON XX. 

» 

life ot abraham* 

Chap. XXTT. 

Abraham's Great Trial. 

Verse 1 . After what things 1 

Where was Abraham sojourning now ? 

What is the meaning of die word " tempt " ? To prove 
his faith. 

Why did God lay this trial upon him ? 

How many strong temptations had Abraham ? Ten. 
- What were they ? 

1. Command to leave his country. 

2. The famine which forced him to go into Egypt. , 

3. Pharaoh's taking his wife away from him. 

4. War with the four kings. 

5. His despair of Isaac's being Sarah's son, and his 
marrying Hagar. 

6. His circumcision in his old a^e. 

7. His wife being taken again from him by Abime- 
lech. 

8. The expulsion' of Hagar. 

9. Expulsion of Ishmael. 

10. His oblation of this only son, Isaac. 

In how many did he fail ? Three. 

What were they ? 

Did God send these temptations to inform himself of 
Abraham's sincerity and steady faith ? 

Why then 1 

Why do we need evidence of our own state in the sight 
of God ? " Hereby do we know that we love God, if we 
keep his commandments.'* 

Why do others require it 1 " Ye shall know them by 
their fruits." 

Why does God require it ? '* Let your light so shine be- 
fore men," &c. 

What evidence will be satisfactory to God, to others, and 
to ourselves ? Cheerful obedience. 
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Is it necessary to attempt to yindicate the character of 
God in this event ? 

How was the trial pecaliarlj aggravated 1 

What and where is Moriah ? 

What city now stands npon it ? Jemsalem. 

How far is it from Beer-sheba ? 

Why must he go so far ? 

What is the meaning of a burnt-offering ? 

Had Abraham any doubt that this command came from 
God? 

22. How many times had God appeared to him already ? 

What was the^rst act in his obedience ? Rising early, — 
command peremptory, obedience instant. 

What was the second? Prepares for the sacrifice with 
his own hands, cleaves the wood himself that everything 
m^be ready. 

What the third ? Kept from Sarah lest she should hin- 
der him. 

What ihefourtlif Looked about for the place, perhaps 
marked by some visible appearance. 

What thejiflh? Left his servants lest they should pre- 
vent or disturb. Isaac the beloved of the family. Clmst 
left his disciples, except three, outside the garden. 

Whatuthe sixth f He laid the wood on Isaac to try his 
obedience. Christ bore the cross. . He took the fire and the 
knife with steady and undaunted resolution. 

What the seventh ? He talks the matter over with Isaac. 
" My father," even when about to take his life, " Where is," 
&c. Isaac knew the law and customs of sacrifices. Abra- 
ham dares not tell him that he was to be the victim. 

What the eighth ? The final preparations. 

Can you describe the scene ? 

Afler many a weary step arrives at the spot, — builds 
the altar, — the saddest of the many he had built, — lays 
the wood, — tells Isaac, " Thou art the lamb," — bound him, 
— lays him on the altar, — raises the knife, — and it was 
stayed. 

What did this obedience of Abraham prove ? 

Was it pleasing to God 1 

Would It have been more fully proved if he had slain 
Isaac ? 
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II. Who was the angel of the Lord ? 
Why did he appear ? 

13. How did God provide himself a lamh? 

In what other way was Abraham's answer to Isaac pro- 
phetic ? 

14. What other memorial of the event did Abraham 
have ? 

What is the meaning of the name ? 
What shall be seen ? 

17. What enlarged blessing did God promise 1 
How enlarged ? 

19. To what place did Abraham retnm to dwell? 
In what estimation has this obedience caused Abraham 
to be held ? 
How was the sacrifice of Isaac typical of that of Christ % 

1. He was the child of promise. 

2. He was named before birth. 

3. He was bom in a preternatural way. 

4. He was the only and well-beloved son. 

5. He was yielded by his &ther for sacrifice. 

6. He consented to die. 

7. He bore the wood. 

8. He was bound and laid upon it. 

9. He suffered by his father's hand. 
10. On Mvary. 

How was the sacrifice of Isaac difierent from that of 
Christ ? For Isaac a substitute was founds for Christ none. 



LESSON XXI. 

LIFB OF ABBAHAM. 

Chap. XXllI. 

' DeaSh and Burial of Sarah. 

Verse 1. How old was Sarah at her death? 

How long had she wandered in Canaan ? Sixty years. 

2. Where did she die ? 
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Why is the mention of her age remarkable 1 Only 
woman's age noticed in the Bible. 
What evidence of Abraham's affection ? 

3. What nation were the sons of Heth ? Hittites. 
Did Abraham own land in Canaan ? Acts vii. 5. 
How did Abraham address the sons of Heth ? 

4. What was his special request ? 
Why must we bury bur dead ? 

Might he not have demanded the whole land as a gift of 
God? 
By what humble name did he call himself ? 
6. With what marks of respect was he treated ? 
What do they call himl 
What generosity did they show ? 
Who was Heth ? Gen. x. 15. 

9. Whose land did Abraham desire to purchase ? 
Where was the business done ? 

11. What was Ephron's reply 1 

12. Why are they called " the people of the land " 1 

13. What was Ephron's price for it ? 
Would Abraham take the land as a gift ? 
How much was a shekel of silver ? Fifty cents. 
What was the price in our currency? "Two hundred 

dollars. 

10. Who were witnesses 1 

9. Where was Sarah buried ? 

How old was Abraham at the time of Sarah's death ? 
137 years. 

How old was Isaac ? 37 years. 

17. What did Abraham buy beside the pave 1 

Why did he make special mention of the trees ? 

Why was the silver .weighed 1 There was no coin in 
those days. 

Where is Kirjath- Arba 1 

16. What evidence that there were regular merchants 
in those days ? 

17, 18. What evidence Uiat titles and deeds were then 
given? 

In what way was Sarah buried ? 

When was the name chanced to Hebron ? Josh. xv. 13. 

After whom was Eirjath-Arba named ? Josh. xiv. 15. 
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To what tribe did it afterwards belong ? Judah. 

To whom was it given 1 Josh. xv. 13. 

For what was it afterwards remarkable 1 Josh. xx. 7. 

What king was twice crowned at Hebron ? 2 Sam. ii. 
3, 4, and v. 3. 

Did the Jews make public lamentations for their friends ? 
Dent, xxxiv. 8 ; 2 Chron. xxxv. 25 ; Acts viii. 2. 

AVho were afterwards buried in this field ? Gen. xxy. 9 ; 
xlix. 31 ; 1. 13. 

How &r is Hebron from Jerusalem ? 27 miles. 

In which direction ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

The greatest and best must die ? 

It is right to lament the death of our friends ? 

We may desire and seek a suitable burial-place for our 
departed 1 

toothing in religion preyents us from suitably adorning 
the cemeteries of the dead ? 

Care in burying the dead showed the patriarchs' belief 
in a resurrection ? 

The place of our birth and death are appointed by God ? 

The nearer our friends, the deeper will be our grief 
when they are taken away ? 

Sorrow should not disqualify us from duty ? 

Courtesy will be answered by kindness ? 

In the transaction of business we should be particular 
and accurate ? 

We should not occupy till we have a right ? 
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LESSON XXII. 

I.IFB OF ABRAHAM. 

Chap. XXIV. 
How a Wife ivas chosen. 

Verse 1. How old was Abraham now ? Gen. 2Lxi. 5, 
and XXV. 20. 

How old was Isaac ? Gen. xxv. 20. 

How had Abraham been blessed ? Verse 35. 

What was the usual age for marriage ? Gen. xi. 14, 18, 
22,24. 

Why did Abraham wish Isaac to marry ? 

1. To bear his part. 

2. He was old, and wished to see Isaac setUed. 

3. He had a great estate to leave him. 
Who was this servant ? Gen. xv. 2. 

3. Whom was he afraid Isaac would marry ? 

How high was this servant's office 1 Verse 10. Chap. 
xxxix. 4-6. 

4. Why not take a wife of the Canaanites 1 G«n. xxvi. 
35-37; Deut. vii. 3, 4. 

1. They were idolaters. 

2. Abraham knew that they were devoted to ruin. 

6. Why not let Isaac go ? Lest he should be tempted 
to stay or fall into idolatry. 

Were his kindred formerly idolaters ? 
Were they at this time ? Gen. xxiv. 31, 50. 

7. How does Abraham show his piety? 
Who was this angel 1 Ex. xxiii. 20, 23. 

9. Why did he make the servant swear ? 

1. For his own satisfaction. 

2. To bind the servant to greater faithfulness. 
Why did he swear by this name 1 Deut. vi. 13. 
Was this form common ? Gen. xlvii. 29. 
Was there wisdom in not sending Isaac ? 

10. To what place was the servant to go ? 
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In which direction ? East 

What was the dty called ? 

After whom was it named ? •, Gen. xi. 27. ^ 

What is meant by the expression, "all the goods of his 
master were in his hand " ? All were under his control 

Why did he go with such a retinue ? Ch. xxiii. 6, and 
xxIt. 35. 

11. Where did he rest? 

Was it customary in those days for women to tend 
flocks ? Gen. xxix. 6 ; Ex. ii. 16. 

Is this the custom now in that country ? 

12 - 14. For what did he especially pray ? 

Was it right for him to ask a particular sign from Gk)d ? 

Was his conduct wise ? Prov. i. 7 ; iii. 6. 

Would it be equally wise for us now to *' demand a 
sign"? 

15. Did Grod notice his prayer ? 

Does God sometimes answer prayer immediately ? Is. 
IxY. 24. 

What was remarkable in this prayer ? The answer was 
definite, speedy, and satisfactory. 

Who came oatf 

Whose child was she 1 

What relation was she to Isaac 1 

16. What was her personal appearance ? 
What was her errand ? 

17. What did the stranger request ? 

18. What courtesy did she show ? 
Whatpresents did he make her 1 

21. What is the meaning of the phrase " to wit"? 

What does he mean by his journey being " made pros- 
perous " ? 

26, 27. How did he express liis belief that his prayer 
had been heard ? 

How did he show his belief in God's special providence ? 

Why make presents ? 

How did Rebekah show her hospitality ? 

Had he told her his errand ? 

29. Who went out to welcome the stranger? 

What language of piety does he use ? 

Was he a pious man 1 
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PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God sometimes greatly prospers good men ? 

A faithful servant is a great blessing? 

H9 will seek his master's interests in every way 1 

Every time and place is suitable for silent prayer ? 

Good men will be remembered and honored, though they 
may occupy a humble position 1 

We should pray to God to direct us in our duty ? 

We should acknowledge all the good we receive is from 
the God of Heaven? 

Oaths on certain occasions are right and proper ? 

Honest labor is no disgrace ? 

We shall lose nothing by kindness and courtesy? 

When we have prayed for success, we should watch 
God's providence ? 
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LESSON XXIII. 

LIFE OF ABBAHAM. 

Chap. XXIV. 

2%e Return. 

Verse 33. How did EUezer show his sense of responsi- 
bility? 
How did he show his honesty ? 
35-40. What account does he give of his master ? 
What does "I walk" here mean ? 
36. Whom did he acknowledge to be Abraham's heir ? 
Why did not Isaac marry a Canaanite ? 
45. When he offered prayer, did he pray aloud ? 

48. What act of reverence did he show in worship ? 

49. How does he put them upon their honor and in- 
tegrity? 



50. How did her relative acknowledge God's providence ? 

51. How had the Lord spoken? In the leadings of 
His providence. 

52. To whom did the servant gratefally and hnmblj 
look? 

53. To whom did he make the chief presents ? 

Was it customary in those days to give presents to the 
bride? 

54. Why did he have men with .him ? 
How long did he remain at Nahor ? 
How soon did he wish to return ? 

55. What did her friends desire ? 

56. Was he persnaded ? 

Why so anxious to return ? To carry good news to 
Abraham. 

57. To whom did they leave the decision ? 

58. What did she sav? 

What trait does she here show ? Decision. 

59. 61. Who went with her ? 

Who was her nurse ? Gen. xxxv. 8. 

60. How did they part with her ? 
Has their wish been fulfilled ? 

What does " possess the gate " mean ? Be victorious. 

62. Where was Isaac living ? 
What well is here mentioned ? 

Where before have we known of this well ? Gen. xvi. 14. 
It was south of what country ? Hebron. 

63. Where did the travellers meet him ? 
What does *' meditate " here mean ? To pray. 
When was eventide? Time of evening sacrifice and 

worship. 

How did Rebekah show her respect ? 

How did she show her modesty ? 

66. How does it appear that Isaac approved of the 
whole transaction ? 

How did he receive Rebekah? 

Whose place in the family did she fill? 

How long was it since the death of his mother ? Three 
years. 
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PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Wealth may be used to procure friends ? 

It is useful to make known special answers to prayer ? 

The diligent are likely to be prospered ? 

It is proper to speak of God's providences towards ns ? 

Personal comfort shojild give way to responsible duties ? 

Beligion should enter into all important transactions ? 

New favors will call forth new thanksgivings from a 
grateful heart ? 

Great things hang on personal decision ? 

We ought to thank God for his goodness to our friends ? 

It is right to pray for blessings upon our friends as we 
separate ? 

Good men will seek for seasons of meditation and 
prayer ? 

God can make up to us the loss of our near friends f 



LESSON XXIV. 

LIFE OF ABBAHAM. 

Chap. XXV. 

The Lost BirthrigliU 

Verse 1. Who was Abraham's second wife? 

What were the names of her sons ? 

How many sons had Abraham in all ? 

Whom did he make his heir ? 

When did he settle this ? Gen. xxiv. 36. 

6. What did he do for his other sons ? 

Were his affairs settled before his death ? 

What powerful tribe was descended from one of these 
sons ? Midianites. 

Who married a daughter of a priest of Midian ? Ex. 
xviii. 1, 2. 

7« How old was Abraham at his death ? 
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How long had he lived in Canaan ? Gen. xii. 4. 
Had God promised him long life ? Gen. xt. 15, 

8. What is meant by " giving np the ghost " ? 
9, 10. Where was ho buried ? 

10. Who had been buried there before him 9 

9. Who were the mourners ? 
How manj sons had Ishmael ? 
For what were they distinguished ? 
Who was his first-born 1 

What titles did Ishmaers sons bear ? 

How old was Ishmael at the time of his death ? 

What friend of Job's was descended from Ishmael? 
Jobii. 11. 

What friend was a descendant of one of Keturah's sons ? 
Job ii. 11. 

18. »* Thev dwelt,'*— who is referred to ? 

What is the meaning of *^ he died in the presence of his 
brethren"? 

Had this been predicted ? 

22. What did Isaac and Rebekah do when in doubt? 

23. What was foretold of Esau and Jacob ? 
What is the meaning of Esau f Red. 
What is the meaning of Jacob f Supplanter. 

26. How old was Isaac at the time of their birth ? 
How many years had he been married ? Twenty. 

27. What were the character and occupation of the sons ? 

27. Where did Jacob live? 

What nation still live in tents, and why ? The Arabs, 
that they may find pasture for their cattle. 

28. Which son was Isaac's favorite ? 

What is here meant by venison 1 Any kind of game. 

29. What is pottage ? A kind of soup made of lentils. 
What are lentils ? A vegetable cooked like beans, and 

of a chocolate color when boiled. 

Is it still used ? Yes. It is called Eool. When a man 
has sold his fields for an insignificant sum, the people say, 
" He has sold his land for pottage." 

What is the meaning of Edom ? Red. 

What did Esau ask as the price of his birthright ? 

To whom did the birthright always belong? To the 
first-born son. 

6 
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What five privileges had the eldest son ? 

1. He was consecrated to the Lord. Ex. xxiL 29. 

2. He stood ' neixt in honor to his parents. Gen. 
xlix. 3. 

3. He had a double portion of the inheritance. 

4. Ifhis father was a king, he inherited the crown. 
2 Chron. xxi. 3. 

5. In the days of the patriarchs he was the priest of 
the family. , 

32. What was Esau's only apology ? 
What does Paul call Esau ? Heb. xii. 16. 

33. Was this a serious decision ? 

34. For what did he sell these advantages ? 

How do we know he despised his bir^right ? By sell- 
ing it so cheap. 

What traits did he show ? 
Folly. 

Inordinate love of eating. 
Contempt for religious privileges. 
How old were these sons at the time of Ab^aham'i 
death? 15 years. 



GENERAL QX7ESTI0NS ON THE LIEE 01* ABRAHAM. 

Where do we see from Abraham's life that 

He was an habitual worshipper of God ? Examples ? 

He was a lover of peace 1 Examples 1 

His faith was sometimes perfect ? Examples ? 

He was a peace-maker? Examples ? 

He was a courteous man ? Examples ? 

No degree of faith in God can prevent death ? 

God does not desire to conceal the sins of his people ? 

It is desirable that our worldly affairs should be settled 
before our death ? 

Long life is a blessing ? 

A consistent friend of God will be treated with respect 
all his life ? 

Faith is the moving spring of obedience ? 

God's people must expect troubles here ? 
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LESSON XXV. 
life of isaac. 
Chap. XXVI. 

The Good Man's Prosperity. 

Verse 1. What trial had Isaac now ? 

Where did he go 1 

From whom did the Philistines descend ? 

2. Where did God forbid Isaac to go ? 

How many years had passed since Abraham was at Gre- 
rar ? More than ninety years. 

What was the king's name then ? Gen. xii. 20. 

Does this seem to have been a common name for the 
Philistine kings 1 

5. What blessings did God promise Isaac ? 

1. His presence. 

2. His blessing. 

3. The gift of that country to his posterity. 

4. The promise of fulfilling his oath. 

5. An innumerable posterity. 

6. The promise that all nations should be blessed 
through him. ' 

For whose sake were all these blessings promised ? 

6. Where did Isaac live ? 

7. What sin did he now commit ? 

8. Who discovered the deception 1 

11. What did he command his people ? 
How was the promise in verse 3tfumlled ? 
What is tlie ordinary increase of most kinds of grain ? 
Fifteen to twenty fold. 

14. In what were his riches ? 

15. What did the Philistines do to vex him? 

Why was this a token of strong displeasure t Wells 
were scarce. 

16. What did Abimelech request ? 

17. Where did Isaac go ? 



18. What was his first business 1 
After whom did be call them ? 

19. Where did he dig a new well ? 

20. Why could the Philistines claim the well ? The land 
was theirs. 

What does Esek mean ? Strife. 

What nation esteem wells most highly? The Arabs, 
who think it a merit in the sight of God to dig a well, and 
will never alienate its possession. 

21. What is the meaning of Sitnah ? Hatred. 

22. What did he call the last well ? 

Why did he thus name it ? Koom, free space. 

23. Where did he go 1 

24. How did God encourage him ? 

25. What religious service did he perform there ? 
Why did he intend to live there ? 

■26. Who came to visit him ? 

27. What question did Isaac ask them ? 

28. Whyhad they come 1 

28, 29. Why did they wish to make a covenant with 
him? 

30. What token of kindness and respect did he show 
them? 

31. When was the covenant made ? 

81. What was the result of this interview? 

82. What news did the servants bring ? 

Why did he call it Shebah ? Shebah means an oath. 

33. What city was called after it ? 

What is the meaning of Beer-sheba ? Well of the oath- 

34. How old was Esau at his marriage ? 
Whom did he marry ? 

From whom were the Hittites descended ? Heth. 

Who was Heth ? Gen. x. 15. 

Why were his parents grieved at Esau's marriage ? 



PBAOTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

In no generation are God's people exempt from txials f 



Gk>od mto may expect Divine direction ? 

Those who obej the Divine will are blessed even in their 
posterity ? ^ 

The best characters of the Bible are imperfect ? 

Good men will desire the presence of God wherever they 
are ? 

Good men will submit to injustice for the sake of peace? 

Sadden increase of wealth will excite envy and vexa- 
tion? 

Envy works great mischief? 

When a man*s ways please the Lord, He maketh his , 
enemies to be at peace with him ? 

Children will often fall into the sins of their parents ? 

Children's faults distress their parents ? 



LESSON XXVI. 

life ov isaac. 

Chap. XXVIJ. 

The Deceived Father, 

Verse 1. How old was Isaac now ? 137 years. 
What trouble of old age had he? 
Whom did he still seem to love most ? 
What did he desire Esau to do ? 
Was it customary to make feasts on important occa- 
sions? 
6. Who now contrived to deceive Isaac? 
What two reasons had Rebekah ? 

1. Jacob was her favorite. 

2. He was the child of the promise. 

What is the meaning of '* bless thee before the Lord '' 1 
A blessing divinely communicated. 
9. What did Rebecca wish her son to do ? 
8, 10. What motives did she set before him ? 
What objection did Jacob make ? 
12. What result did he fear ? 
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Was he afraid of God's displeasure, or the discoyeiy of 
his sin? 

What carse did he fear 1 Beat. xxyIL 18. 

16. How did Rebekah urge him ? 

Can onoperson bear the sins of another ? No. 

15, 17. What did Rebekah do to aid in the deception 1 

WTiat is meant by goodly raiment ? Some suppose that 
it was a garment worn as a badge of priesthood, and hand- 
ed down from one generation to another. 

Of what sin was Jacob guilty ? 

21. What led Isaac to doubt ? 

20. Of what impiety was he guilty ? 

22. Why did Isaac think ,it might be Jacob ? 

23. What was Jacob's third falsehood? 

24. What was Jacob's fourth falsehood ? 

25. Was this a common feast or one of thanksgiving ? 
What six blessings did he invoke ? 

1. Dew. Why is dew a peculiar blessing in Pales- 
tine 1 There is no rain from April to September. 

2. Fatness of earth — choicest and best. 

3. Com = all kinds of grain. 

4. Wine. 

5. Dominion. Fulfilled in David's time. 

6. Pre-eminence among his family. 
What were the three principal blessings? 

Worldly wealth and prosperity. 
Dominion or empire. 
Family pre-eminence. 

30. What happened after the deception ? 

Was Esau aware of this deception ? 

33. How did the discovery affect Isaac ? 

Why could he not revoke the blessing ? He had uttered 
it by the will of God, not of himself. 

Did men prophesy in their own words ? 2 Pet. i. 21. 

How did Esau bear his disappointment ? 

36, 38. For what did he plead? 

40. What blessing was bestowed upon him ? 

How were his descendants, the Edomites, to live ? By 
the sword. 

When was the prediction " serve thy brother " fulfilled ? 
2 Sam. yiii. 14. 
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When was the joke broken ? 2 Kings viii. 20, 22, and 
S Chron. xxi. 8-10. 

41. What revenge did Esau propose to take ? 

Why did he wish to wait? 

How did Rebecca try to save Jacob ? 

" Deprived of you both in one day," — What does this 
mean ? If Esau was a murderer, she feared he would be 
driven out like Cain. 

46. How did she hide her fears and plan from Isaac ? 

How was she punished for her deception ? Her favorite 
son was banished. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Partiality of parents brings on suffering ? 

We have no right to carry out Gx)d*s plans by dbhonesty 
and falsehood ? 

One sin leads to another ? 

Regret cannot bring back wasted blessings ? 

(jod uses very weak and sinful instruments ? 

Injustice will awaken a spirit of revenge ? 

Those who allow themselves to deceive will be likely 
to continue in the habit ? 

The great blessing of the family relation may be- per- 
verted into a source of misery ? 

If it is foretold that men will do wickedly, this does not 
force them to do it, or lessen their guilt ? 

Those who lead their children to sin must expect to be 
punished through these children? 
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LESSON XXYII. 

LI7B OF ISAAO. 

Chap. XXVin. 
ITie Jjrndy Journey. 

Verse. I. What shows that Isaac was satisfied that 
Jacob was the one blessed of God ? 

What charee did he give him ? 

Where did Tie tell him to go ? 

Where is Padan-aram. Mesopotamia, between Tigris 
and Euphrates. 

Whom did he advise him to marry ? 

3. How did he bless him 1 

What is meant by " the blessing of Abraham " ? • The 
blessing promised to Abraham. 

How did God give Canaan to Abraham ? By promise. 

What did Esau now do ? • 

Why did he do this ? To please Isaac. 

What does '* nnto Ishmael " mean, when Ishmael was 
dead ? His family. 

9. Whom did he marry ? 

What is she afterwards called ? Gen. xxxti. 3. 

How old was Jacob now ? 77 years. 

How far was it from Beer-sheba to Haran ? 450 miles. 

Where did he rest ? 

How far had he travelled ? Over 40 miles. 

How could he be comfortable in the open air ? The 
climate is warm. 

1 2. How did God manifest himself to him ? 
What was this vision ? 

13. Whom did he see? 
How did God speak to him ? 
How did he call himself? 

14. What promise did He make ? 

When was this prophecy fulfilled ? Numb, xxiil 10. 
Where were his posterity to live ? 
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What was the last and best promise ? 

How are " all the families of the earth blessed in him ** ? 
The Bible was given to his descendants, and Christ was 
descended from him. 

15. What did he promise to Jacob particalarlj ? 
How would He be with him 1 

16. Was Jacob asleep when he saw this rision ? 
What feelings had he now ? Wonder and religious awe. 
Why was he so much sorprised ? That God should so 

gloriously manifest himself m so dreary a place. 

17. What did he call the place ? 

What is the meaning of ^ dreadful ** ? Exciting awe. 

18. What did he do in the morning ? 

Why pour oil on it ? To consecrate it. The Greeks 
anointed stones in this manner, and a recent traveller in 
Persia says that they pray for their safe return, on a jour- 
ney, over a stone, and set it by the way-side. 

What name did he give to the place ? ' 

What does it mean ? House of God. 

What did the Canaanites call it ? Luz. 

What does Luz mean ? Almond-tree. 

20. How did Jacob further express his gratitude ? 

What three promises did he make ? 

1. To serve God only. ^ 

2. To build an altar at Bethel. 

3. To give a tenth part of all he might possess. 
20. What did he ask for himself? 

Whose example did he follow in promising a tenth part 
to God ? Gen. xiv. 20. 



PBACTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
filial obedience is repeatedly taught in the Bible ? 
Faith can believe God's promises will be fulfilled, though 
the prospect is far distant ? 

God is everywhere with his people 1 
It is right to give a fixed part of our property ? 
Angels are. ministering spirits ? 
God manifests himself in different ways to his people ? 
7 
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Vows are proper, if made with a right spirit ? 

Irreligious men may sometimes wish to follow the ex- 
ample of the good ? 

Strangers especially need divine protection ? 

A small offering if made with the right spirit, is ac- 
ceptable to God. verse 22. 



LESSON XXVIII. 

LIFE OF ISAAC. 

Chap. XXIX. 

The Wming Service. 

Verse 1. Where did " the people of the east " Uye t In 
Mesopotamia. 

Why did they have the well covered ? To keep oat the 
sands driven by the winds, which might choke it up. 

3. How can we make the first and third verses agree ? 
The third verse speaks of the custom, not of this particolar 
time. 

4. What language of courtesy did Jacob use 7 

5. What was his first question ? 
What relation was Laban to Jacob ? 

Who was Laban*s father ? Gen. xxiv. 24, 29. 
Why called Nahor*s son ? His descendant 

6. In what way was Jacob introduced to Rachel? 
What is meant by ** high day " ? The sun was still np ? 

8. Why did they not water their sheep 1 

9. Who now came to the well ? 
What service did Jacob do for her 1 

10. How did he greet her 1 

12. What did he say to her ? 

Was Laban his brother ? No, a near relative. 
What did Rachel 4o ? 

13. How did Laban welcome him? 

14. How did he acknowledge the relationship? 

How long did Jacob stay before making any agree* 
ment? 
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15. What did Laban then propose 1 

16. How many daaghters had he ? 

17. Which was the most beantifol ? 

18. Which did Jacob prefer ? 
What did he propose to Laban ? 

19. Did Laban consent ? 

20. Did Jacob serve cheerfully 1 

21. When did he ask for his wife ? At the end of seven 
yean. 

22. How did Laban celebrate his daughter's marriage ? 

23. What deception did he practise ? 

How had Jacob especially deserved such a trial ? He 
had deceived his father. 

24. Whom did Laban give as a handmaid ? 

25. How did Jacob manifest his disappointment ? 

26. What was Laban's excuse ? 

27. How did he propose to meet Jacob's wishes ? 
How long were the marriage festivities kept up 1 
Were the marriaee ceremonies probably nearly at the 

same time ? Probably within a week. 

30. Which wife did he love best ? 

What is the meaning of '* hated"? Loved less, word 
used comparatively. 

32. Who was Leah's oldest son? 

What is the meaning of Benben ? See ve a son. 
What was her affliction ? That she had not the love of 
her husband. 

33. What was her next son ? 

What is the meaning of Simeon ? Hearing. 

Who was her third son ? 

What is the meaning of Levi ? Joined. 

Who was her fourth son 1 

What does Judah mean ? Praise. 

Who became the most honored of her sons ? Judah. 

How did Leah express her gratitude ? 

PBAOTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
We are no losers by civility to strangers ? 
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Industry is honorable ? 

Those who deceive may expect to be deoeired ? 

Hard labor is light when performed willingly ? 

Justice should be observed among relatives ? 

The laborer is worthy of his hire ? 

Good men are, in this life, punished for their sins ? 

God compensates for one trial by other blessings ? 

God is to be acknowledged in all our blessings ? 

A grateful heart will seek occasions to show its gratitude t 



LESSON XXIX. 

LIFE OF JACOB. 

Chap. XXX. 
I%e Mesopotamian Sons. 

Yerse I. What were Kachel's feelings towards Leah ! 

What is one of- the great evils of polygamy ? Family 
discord. 

Would the Jewish law allow a man to marry two sis- 
ters 1 Lev. xviii. 18. 

2. How did Jacob reprove her impatience 1 

3. WhowasBilhah? 

6. What was the name of her son ? 

What is the meaning of the word ? Judge. 

8. What was the name of the sixth son of Jacob ? 
What is the meaning of the word ? Wrestlings of God. 
Who named these children 1 

9. What was the name of Leah's maid? 
11. What was her^on's name ? 

Why call him Gad 1 A troop. 

13. Who was Jacob's eighth son ? 

What is the meaning of Asher ? Happiness. 

14. When are the days of wheat-harvest ? In May. 
What did Reuben find ? 

What are mandrakes ? A kind of melon. 
18. Who was Leah's fifth son? 
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Wliat is the meaning of Issachtr f Bringing hire. 

20. Who was Leah's joongest son t 

What is the meaninc^ of Zebnion 1 He will dweD. 
What was now her hope t That Jacob would love her 
most 

21. What did she call her danghter ? 
What is the meaning of Dinah ? Judgment 

Why did the Jews espcciallj xejoice in their sons? 
Thej hoped some one of them might be the Messiah. 

24. What was the name of Rachel's first-born ? Joseph. 
Wliat does this word mean ? God will add. 

25. What did Jacob now wish to do ? 
How old was he now ? About ninety. 

How long had he lived with Laban ? 14 years. 

26. What was he to take with him ? 

27. Why was not Laban willing to part with him % 
What did he give as his reason 1 

What kind of a spirit did he show ? Grasping and 
coretoas. 

28. What proposition does he make ? 

What does Jacob say of the increase of Laban's prop- 
erty? 
31. Did he ask for fixed wages ? 
82. What wages did Jacob ask ? 

33. How was it to be known that Jacob was fiur in his 
dealings ? 

34. Did Laban agree to it ? 

35. To whose care did Laban commit the spotted fiock f 
Were these to belong to Jacob ? He had not yet re- 
ceived any, for he had jast finished his first contract. 

36. How far apart were the fiocks separated ? 
What three kinds of trees are here mentioned ? 
How did Jacob increase his wealth 1 By stratagem. 
43. How great was his prosperity ? 

In what did his wealth consist ? 

Why did Jacob wish for wages ? Verse SO. 

Was this unreasonable ? 
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PRACTIOAL QUXSTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Envy among relatives is sure to bring misery ? 

It is a duty for a man to provide for his household ? 

Good men will reprove their friends when they are doing 
wrong 1 

The selfish desire to live with the generous ? 

Good men bring a blessing npon those with whom they 
are associated? 

God hears prayer and remembers his children ? 

It is right Uiat those who serve us should receive their 
wages 1 

Those who act uprightly are more likely to be pros- 
pered? 

Good men are willing to commit their interests to Rov- 
idence ? 

GU)d can cause property to change hands in ways men 
would not expect ? 



LESSON XXX. 

LIFB OF JACOB. 

Chap. XXXI. 

The Pursuit. 

Verse 1. What complaint now reached Jacob 1 
Had they a right to complain ? 
What is the meaning of the expression, '* countenance 
of Laban was not towanl him as before *' ? 

3. What command did God now lay upon Jacob? 
What did he promise him ? 

4. Where was Jacob ? In a tent to watch his flocks, 
while Laban lived in the house. 

5. What did he tell his wives ? 
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6, 7, 8. Of what did he complain ? 
How many times had his wages been altered ? Many 
times. Ten is often used indefimtely, as Num. xiv. 22. 

9. Who had increased his wealth ? 

10. How had Grod appeared to Jacob ? 

11. Who spoke to him in this dream ? 

Who is often called "the angel of God** in tlie Old 
Testament 1 

13. Why was it not a common angel ? 

12. What did He say he had seen 1 

13. Of what did He remind him ? 

How is this promise an enlargement of that in verse 3 ? 

14. What did Leah and Rachel reply? 

What is the meaning of this verse ? They had ceased 
to hope for any inheritance or kindness. 

15. How did they say he had treated them ? 

How conld they call it "our money" ? Their portion 
had been withholden. 

16. What did they advise him to do ? 

17. What did Jacob do ? 

What people now travel thus? Bedouin Arabs and 
Tartars. 

18. Where did he wish to go 1 

Why were such journeys performed slowly ? Most went 
on foot. 

Where would Jacob go to shear his sheep ? With his 
sons three days* journey away. 
Was it right for Jacob to steal away unawares 1 and why ? 
He only took his own property. 
He does not seem to have promised to stay. 
He was commanded of God. 

19. What did Rachel take^ 

What were these images ? Household gods. 

Why did she take them? Probably she worshipped 
God so imperfectly, that she had not entirely lost her be- 
lief in these idols. 

21. What river did Jacob pass over? The Euphrates. 

Which way was he travelling? Southwest. 

What mountains was he approaching ? 

Is it one mountain or a chain ? A chain. 

How old was Jacob when he left Mesopotamia ? Ninety- 
seven. 
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How many years had he been with Laban ? Twenly. 
22. When did Laban hear of their departure ? 
What " brethren " did he take ? Kinsmen. 
How far did they pursue him before overtaking Jacob? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God will guide us if we are his children ? 

God notices the earthly trials of his children ? 

K others do not do their duty, it will not excuse us from 
ours? 

The safety of good men depends much upon the re- 
straint God puts upon wicked men? 

Grod will remember our vows ? 

God can manifest himself in many ways ? 

Men may feel God's power, and yet not serre him ? 

Good men are often unjustly accused ? 

Bad men may be unaffected by the example of the 
righteous ? 

Children will be likely to inherit the spirit of their 
father? 

It is natural to desire to return to our father's house ? 

The land of our birth is always dear to us ? 

Covetousness contracts and debases the heart ? 



LESSON XXXI. 

LIFE OF JAOOB. 

Chap. XXXI. 

The ReconciUaUon, 

Verse 24. What did God command Laban? Neither 
to threaten or persuade back. 
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Was it trae that he had carrried his wives away 
capdye? Ver. 14-16. 

How did he saj he would have sent them away ? 

What is a tabret ? A kind of tamboorine, sometimes 
called a timbrel. 

Whom did he mean by his sons ? His grandsons. 

29. What did he say he oonld have done 1 

31 . What reason does Jacob give for stealing away 1 

32. What did Jacob say should be the punishment of 
the thief? 

Whydid he speak so confidently ? 

33. Where did Laban look for the images ? 

34. Where had she hidden them ? 

What mark of reverence was it customary for children 
to show to their parents? . 

36. How did Jacob show his displeasure to Laban? 

37. To whom does he appeal ? 

38. What does he say concerning his fidelity ? 
40. What evils had he experienced ? 

What is the peculiarity of the winter climate in the 
East ? Hot days and frosty niehts ? 

42. To whose favor did Jacob owe his riches ? 
By what titles does he address God ? 

Where else is she called '* The fear " ? Is. viii. 13. 
How did he say God had manifested himself? 

43. What did Laban reply ? 

Was it trae that these things were his ? 

44. What pledge of peace did he now propose ? 

46. How did Jacob meet this proposal ? 
What did he ask his brethren to do ? 

Why did they eat together ? As a token of friendship. 

47. What did they call the place ? 

. What is the difference in these two expressions ? La- 
ban's is the Syriac, Jacob's the Hebrew, for the same word, 
meaning ** the heap of witness." 

Why did they eather this heap of stones ? 

Where is this place called Mizpah ? Judg. xi. 29. 

Who was to be witness ? 

52. What was their agreement J 

53. By whom did Jacob swear ? 

54. What act of religion did he perform ? 



How did he rejoice ? 
When did Laban go ? 

Why do they travel early in the morning in the East ? 
To avoid the noonday sun. 
How did he take leave of his daughters ? 
Where did he return ? 
What traits did Laban show? 

Avarice. 

Boasting. 

Idolatry. 

Envy. , 

Hypocrisy. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God is to be acknowledged in all events ? 

Good men will be faithful in that which is little ? 

Good men are often unjustly accused ? 

Theft and deception go together ? 

It is hard to give up idols ? 

God is often better to us than our fears ? 

When men wish, difficulties can be easily settled ? 

If it be possible, we should live peaceably with all men? 

Those who wish to prosper must be laborious and self- 
denying 1 

Grievous words stir up anger 1 

Even bad men must acknowledge the hand of God ? 

God often saves his people when they are about to be 
mined ? 
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LESSON XXXII. 

LIFB OT JACOB. 

Chap. XXXII. 

The Wrestling. . 

Verse 1. What is the next prominent event of Jacob's 
joamey ? 

What is one of the oflSces of the angels ? Ps. xxxiv, 7. 

Why did they appear to him now? He was escaped 
from one danger but was about to meet anodier. 

2. What did Jacob call them ? 

What is the meaning of Mahanaim ? Two hosts. 
What city was built at or near this place ? Josh. xxi. 38. 
Where was it ? East of Jordan. 
What king was crowned there 1 2 Sam. ii. 8. 
When did David live there 1 2 Sam. xvii. 24, 27. 

3. To whom did Jacob send messengers ? 
Where IS Seir? 

4. 5. What message did Jacob send to his brother ? 
What' shows Jacob's humility ? 

Why did he say that he was rich ? To show Esau that 
he had no selfish motive in wishing to be reconciled ? 

How came Esau to have so many men with him? 
(jen. xxvii. 40. 

6. What did the messengers report ? 

7. Why was Jacob greaUy afraid ? 
What precautions for safety did he take ? 

8. Why did he do this ? 
Who came with Esau ? 

What was his great resource 1 Prayer. 
What remarkable things are there in this prayer which 
we might imitate ? 

He pleads the promises, and that he is in the path of 
duty. 
He addresses him as his own God and deliverer. 
He is self-abased. 
He prays for deliverance for himself and his friends. 
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13. Where did he lodge that night? 

14. How did he try to appease Esaa's anger ? 
How many cattle did he send in all ? 550. 

17. With what humble message did he send each drove f 

Why did he say he was coming? Lest Esaa migli^ 
think he had fled. 

22. What did he do that same night ? 

What is the ford of Jabbok ? Jabbok is a brook or small 
rirer near the city Kabbah, emptying into Jordan not far 
below the Lake of Tiberias. Mr. Buckingham says it is 
ten yards wide, a rapid stream, deepen than the Jordan. 

24. What remarkable event is next recorded ? 
Who was this man ? Hos. xii. 4, 5. 

For what did Jacob wrestle? A blessing. 

25. Was this a vision ? No, for his thigh was dislocated. 
Why did He do this ? To show his power. 

Why did the angel change his name ? 

What is the meaning of Israel ? A prince with God. 

30. What evidence have we that he knew he had wrestled 
with God ? 

What is the meaning of Peniel ? Face of God. 
What favor did God grant him ? 
What city stood here afterwards?. Judg. viii. 17; 
1 Kinffs^xii. 25. 

31. What did Jacob find in the morning as a memorial 
of his conflict? 

How did it aflect him ? He was made lame for life. 

32. What Jewish custom preserved the story ? 



PRAOTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
Angels are ministering spirits ? 

Great trials befall God's people even in the way of their 
duty? 
God has the hearts of all men under his control ? 
Yielding pacifieth great offences ? 
A gift makes room for a man ? 
Prayer must be accompanied by our own exertions ? 
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We flhonld be encouraged in earnest prayer ? 
We may plead in prayer for the temporal as well as the 
eternal happiness of onr families 1 
Gk>d esteems a praying man as especially honorable % 



LESSON XXXIII. 

LIFE OF JACOB. 

Chap, mryrn. 

The Two Brothers, 

Verse 1. When did Jacob see Esau approaching 1 
Why did he place Rachel and Joseph in the rear ? It 
was the place of greatest safety. 

3. When did he go over the ford ? 
What marks of reverence did he show ? 

Is seven often nsed in the Bible, meaning many ? 

4. How did Esau receive him ? 
How were they both affected ? 

5. What was Esau's first question ? 

How does Jacob's reply show his habitual recognition of 
God? 

6. 7. How did the women and children show their re- 
spect ? 

What was Esau's n^xt inquiry ? 

How old was Beuben ? rerhaps 13 or 14 years old. 

9. Did Esau at first accept the gift ? 

10, 11. How did Jacob urge the reception of his present? 

What is the meaning of a ^' blessing " ? Gift. 

Where is the word used in the same sense 1 1 Sam. 
XXV. 27. 

What induced Esau to receive the present ? 

12. What did Esau propose ? 

What advantage would Esau's men be ? Protection to 
Jacob. 

13, 14. Why did he not accept the offer ? 

What did he propose as a better plan ? 
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What traits does he here show ? Kindness and consid- 
erateness. 

14. What did he promise to do ? 

15. What did Esaa say he would do ? 
Did Jacob think it necessary ? 

16. When did S^sau retom 1 

17. Where did Jacob stop ? 

What is the meanine of Saccoth ? Booths. 

What did Jacob do here 1 

Is it a common thins to shelter cattle in Palestine ? No. 

What is meant by " builded a house " ? He encamped. 

18. Where did he next remove 1 

What is the meaning of Shalem ? Well. In peace. 

Where is Shechem ? Forty miles north of Jerusalem. 

Bid Jacob live in or near the city ? 

What did he buy ? 

Who was Hamor ? 

For what price ? 

What is Hamor called in the New Testament ? Acts 
yii. 16. 

20. What act of worship did he perform ? 

What did he call it ? 

What does the word mean ? God, the God of Israel 

Who had given Canaan to Jacob ? God. 

Then why did he not occupy it by might ? Grod had 
given him no such permission. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
Religion should make men courteous ? 
Our near relatives may be the cause of great anxiety! 
Good men will ascribe all their mercies to God ? 
God is a sufficient guard for his people ? 
Good men will keep up the outward forms of worship ? 
Kindness can avail more than force ? 
It is right to part with our personal property for our 
safety ? 
It IS right to give titles of respect where they are desenred? 
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Qod 60 much regards kindness to the animal creation, 
that he has caased instances of such kindness to be recorded 
in the Bible ? 

When we are able to pnrchase a home, we shonld not 
be dependent npon others ? 



LESSON XXXIV. 

LIFB OF JACOB. 

Chap. XXXIV. 

Treeuhery, 

Verse 1. Who were the daughters of the land ? Women 
of Canaan. 
2. Who was Shechem ? 

4. What request did Shechem make of his father? 
Why did he do this? 

How old was she probably ? About fifteen or sixteen. 

5. Who heard the news ? 
Where were his sons ? 

What is the meaning of "held his peace"? Did 
notiiing. 

Is this expression used elsewhere with the same mean- 
ing? Ex. xiv. 14. 

Who arranged marriages in those times ? Parents. 

6. Who consulted together ? 

7. What were the feelings of the sons ? 
What is the meaning oifiUy here ? Sin. 

Who is meant by the fool in the Bible ? The sinner. 

8. What did Hamor say ? 
What did he wish for? 

10. What inducement did they ofier ? 

What additional proposal did Shechem make ? 

What is meant by dowry ? It was the custom to pay 
the father for the daughter. 

13. How did Jacob's sons answer Shechem ? 

Under what pretence did they refuse their sister in 
marriage? 
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What was tlie object of circumcision ? To show that 
the circumcised were dedicated to God. 
15. What did they propose ? 

17. Where was Dinah probably 1 

YHiat religion wonld the Shechemites profess to adopt 
in becoming circumcised ? 

'What false promise did the Shechemites make? 

Did they change their religion to honor God 1 No, from, 
self-interest Verse 23. 

18. How was this proposal received? 

19. What was Shechem's influence among his people ? 
What promise did Hamor and Shechem now make ? 

20. Whom did they consult ? 

To whom were these proposals made ? 
Why was it done at the gate ? Ruth iv. 1. 

23. What argument did they use ? 

To what passion did they appeal ? Avariie. 

24. Did they adopt the proposal ? 

25. When did Simeon and Levi show their real purpose ? 
How did they show their revenge ? 

28, 29. How did they add to their riches ? 
Where was Shalem ? Gen. xxxiii. 18. 

29. In what did the property consist ? 

What did they do with the women and children ? 

How did Jacob reprove his sons ? 

What did he fear ? 

What was their reply ? 

Have we any account of their feeling remorse ? 

Do we know that they were punished in this life ? 

What traits did Jacob's sons show ? 

1. Anger. 

2. Hypocrisy. 

3. Profanity. 

4. Cruelty. 

5. Bevenge. 

PRAOTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

'*£vil communications corrupt good manners ** ? 
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Good men may have wicked children ? 

The greatest trouble of parents comes through th^ 
children ? 

The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel ? 

Anger is outrageous ? 

This is not a world of retribution f 

Bad sons of good men maj bring great reproach upon 
religion ? 

Selfishness will lead to great sins ? 

Religious principle alone makes' men*s characters safe ? 

Woi^ of men do not show certainly the state of the 
heart? 

The tongue is the ^at instrument of deception ? 

Injustice proYokes injustice from others ? 



LESSON XXXV. 

LIFE OF JACOB. 

Chap. XXXV. 

J%e Idols taken away. 

Verse 1. Where was Jacob 1 
Where did God command him to go ? 
Where is Bethel ? Thirty miles south of Shechem. 
How long since Jacob made his vow there ? About 
thirty years. 

2. What did Jacob command his household to do ? 
Whose idols were among them? Laban's images and 

probably Shechem*s gods. 

Of what was the cleansing of the body an emblem ? 
Of thepurity of the heart God desired. ' 

3. What did he propose to do ? 

3. When was his day of distress ? When he left his 
father^s house. 

4. What did they give to Jacob ? 

Why did they give their ear-rings? They were prob* 
ably taken from idols. 
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What did God afterwards command conoeming orn*- 
ments taken from idols ? Dent. yii. 25. 

4. What did Jacob do with them ? 

5. Why did not the Canaanites pnrsne him f 

Why did they specially desire to harm him? xxxiv. 30. 

6. What other name is given for Bethel ? 

What religious ceremony did Jacob perform there 1 
What is the meaning of El Bethel? The God of 
Bethel = House of God. 

8. Who died at Bethel ? 

What is the meaning of Allon Bachnth ? The oak of 
weeping. 

9. What blessing did God grant Jacob ? 
, 10. By what name does He call him ? 

11. What blessing is promised ? 

12. What land did He giro to him ? 

13. How did Grod leave Jacob ? 

14. How did Jacob mark the place ? 
How did he consecrate it? 

16. Where did they journey? 

How far from Ephrath ? About a mile. 

16. Who was bom there? 

18. Who g^ve Benjamin his name ? 

What does the name mean ? Son of my right hand. 
Where did Rachel die ? 

19. What was it afterwards called? 

What is the meaning of Bethlehem ? House of bread. 
What king was bom there ? David. 
What will make it for ever celebrated ? Matt ii. 1. 
Where is it ? Six miles south of Jerusalem. 

20. What memorial of Rachel did Jacob leave ? 
In whose days was it still standing? 1 Sam. z. 2. 

21. Where did Jacob next stop ? 

22. Which son was guilty of a great sin here ? 

23 - 26. How does Paul speak of this sin ? 1 Cor. ▼. 1. 
What was his punishment ? xlix. 4. 
How many sons had Jacob ? 

27. Where did Isaac live? 

28. How old was he at the time of his death ? 
MThat is recorded of his death ? 

29. Who buried him ? 
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PBAOTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
We should perform our vows to God ? 
We should make preparation for solemn ordinances f 
Whole families should unite in worshipping God 1 
We should beware of sources of temptation ? 
The way of duty is the way of safety ? 
Servants may become very dear to their master's 
families ? 
We may lament the death of our friends ? 
Our seasons of communion with God on earth are short t 
The soul is immortal ? 
Sin may cause us to forfeit our blessings ? 
Grood men die peacefully ? 



LESSON XXXVI. 

LIFE OF JACOB. 

Chap. XXXVI., XXXVII. 
The Line of Dukes. 

Verse 1. Of whose family does the 36 th chapter give an 
account ? 

What is the use of this chapter? To show the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy. 

Where is Edom's prosperity predicted ? 

2. Whose daughters were Esau's wives I 

How many had he ? 

What is IshmaePs daughter called in Gen. xxviii. 9 1 

Were they probably the same? Yes, but mentioned 
under different names. 

4, 5. How many of Esau's sons were bom in Canaan * 

7. Why did he leave Canaan 1 ' 



Who waa his oldest son ? 

Who is supposed to have been his descendant 1 Job ir. I. 

Why did the brothers Separate ? 

8. Where did Esan go ? 

What^reat tribe was descended from the son of Eli- 
phaz ? The Amalekites. 

What does Dake here signify ? Chieftain or prince. 

How many sons had Esaa ? 

Who were the ancient inhabitants of the land ? Horites. 
, 20. Who was their ancestor 1 

What carious memorandum is mentioned in the 24th 
verse ? 

When did the Edomites begin to haye kings ? 

When did the children of Israel ? 1 Sam., x. 24. 

Chap. XXXVII. 

Verse 1. With whose history is the remainder of Gene- 
sis principally occupied? Joseph's. 

Where djd Jacob liye ? 

What is the meaning of "generations"? Family 
history. 

2. How old was Joseph at that time ? 

What was his business ? 

Who were the sons here mentioned ? Ch. xxx. 4 - 18. 

What does " eyil report *' mean ? Beport of their eyil 
conduct 

8. Why did Jacob loye Joseph ? 

How did he show his peculiar loye for him ? 

Why did he give him this coat ? Some suppose he meant 
it as a token that he would giye him the birthright 

4. How did his brothers feel towards him ? 

What is the meaning of " could not " ? Would not 

5. How did Joseph further excite their hatred ? 

7. What was his dream ? 

8. What did they suppose was the meaning of the 
dream? 

What was the effect of telling it ? 

9. How was it confirmed ? 

What is meant by the sun, moon, and eleven stars 1 
What was the second dream ? 
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How did his father reprore him ? 

Of what did he think this vision an emblem ? 

11. What wicked passion excited his brethren) 

What did his father do ? 

What does this mean ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
' Much of the Bible history is given to show the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy 1 

A long genealogy is of little valae, unless it is accompa- 
nied by virtaoos deeds ? 

In wis world, in temporal things, the righteous and 
wicked are treated alike ? 

The gift of the land of Canaan was specially designed 
for the posterity of Abraham ? 

In early times good men taught their children to be 
industrious ? 

If parents cannot help partiality, they should not show it ? 

Such partiality makes great trouble in families ? 

Before the Bible was given, God sometimes gave in- 
struction in dreams ? 

God*s dealings even with children are full of instruction ? 

The same revelation which leads some to consideration 
may be perverted by others to harden them in sin ? 



LESSON XXXVII. 

life of joseph. 

Chap XXXVIL 

The Boy sold into Slavery. 

Verse 12. Where did thev go 1 

Why did they go to Shechem ? Gen. zxziiL 19. 
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How far was it from Hebron ? Abont sixty miles. 

13. What shows that Joseph did not go witn them ? 

14. Why did Jacob send him ? 

15. Did Joseph immediately find them ? 
Who told him where they were ? 

17. Where is Dothan? About seventeen miles north 
of Shechem, and abont seventy from Haran. 

18. What did they resolve when they saw him ? 
What did they call him in derision ? 

What were their plans ? 

What three sins did they show 1 
Murder. 
Deception. 
Malice. 

21. Who opposed this plan? 

What did he propose ? 

What did he intend to do ? 

As soon as Joseph appeared, what did the^ do ? 

Where did they throw him ? Into a pit, which is a 
stone cistern due {>robably from a rock. 

What shows their hardness of heart 1 

How did they suppose he would die ? Of starvation. 

How did Joseph entreat them ? xlii. 21 . 

Who alone pleaded for him ? xlii. 22. 

What was his plea ? 

25. What prevented the murder? 

What were they carrying into Egypt for sale ? 

What is spiceryf It is thought to be a peculiar per- 
fume, now called storax, a resinous substance. 

What is balm ? Pitch from the balsam-tree. 

Was it valuable? Fliny says, when Alexander the 
Great was in Palestine, a spoonful of balm was all that 
could be collected in a summer day, sold for double its 
weight in silver. 

Where is it now found? In Arabia. 

What is myrrh? An aromatic used in the East to 
embalm the dead. 

What. is remarkable about the caravan? Just such 
caravans now pass over the same road to Egypt 

27. What did Judah propose instead of killing him ? 

Did they agree to this ? 
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When did they thus consult ? When the caroyan came 
in sight 

28. How did they release Joseph? 

For how much did they sell him ? Five doUan. . 
Where was he carried ? 

29. Was Benben present at the sale ? 
What did he say to his brethren? 
What did he mean ? 

30. What did they do with the coat? 
Why did they do this ? 

What falsehood did they tell ? 

What did Jacob think had been Joseph's fate? 

How did he express his sorrow ? 

What is sackcloth ? A coarse garment, sometimes of 
earners hair. 

Why called sackcloth ? Made like a sack or bag with 
arm-holes. 

Who* endeavored to comfort him ? 

Who were his daaghters ? Probably his granddanghters. 

35. Coald they comfort him ? 

36. To whom did the Midianites sell Joseph ? 

Whose descendants were the Midianites ? Gen. xxt. 2. 
What office did he hold ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

The wickedness of children does not lessen the watch- 
fal kindness of parents ? 

Prompt obedience to parents is always commendable ? 

We are often dependent upon strangers for benefits? 
Yerses 15 and 16. 

A few srievons words may excite the passions ? 

Men who commit great sins will commit others to con- 
ceal them ? t 

Men may do a great wrong, and yet their conscience be 
unawakened ? 

Wickedness can easily deceire the honest and unsos- 
pecting ? 
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In proportion to onr loro for our friends inll bo our sor- 
row at their loss f 

Gk>od men, in old age, ma^ be punished for the sins of 
their youth ? Jacob had deceived Isaac. 



LESSON XXXVIII. 

LIVB OV JOSEPH. 

Chap. XXXVIII., XXXTX. 
IdJeinPnton. 

Verse 8. Of what nation was Jadah^s wife ? 

3. What was the name of her oldest son ? 

Were marriages with the heathen allowable ? No. 

6. Who was the wife of £r, Judah's oldest son ? 

7, 10. By what death did the two oldest sons of Judah 
perish? 

Why is Tamar mentioned in this history ? Matt i. 3. 

Why does God allow the frailties and sins of men to be 
recorded in the Bible ? The Bible shows ns the human 
heart as the hospital shows us human diseases. 

Chap. XXXTX. 

Verse 1. Where had Joseph been carried ? 

Who was his new master ? 

3. Hpw did God protect him ? 

How was this divme aid manifested ? 

What effect did this have upon his owner ? 

Was Joseph a slave ? 

What marks of special confidence did Potiphar give ? 

6. What does the expression mean, *^ he knew not aught 
he had"? 

What was JosepVs personal appearance ? 
What is the difference between eoodly and well-fayored 1 
One refers to his form, and the other to his oountenanoe. 

7. Who temptea him to sin ? 
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8. How did he answer herl 

9. What was his great argument ? 

What was the greatest trial of his yirtaet She con- 
tinued to tempt him day after daj. 

How did he escape from her temptations ? 

13. What did he leave behind, in his haste t 

U. What change took place in her feelings ? 

What falsehood did she utter 1 

Why did she lay aside the garment? To proTC her 
story trae. 

19. How did she represent it to her husband % 
What was the natural effect upon him ? 

20. What did he do to Joseph as a punishment ? 
By what right could he do it ? Yerse 1. 
What kind of prisoners were with him ? 

In what way was God with Joseph ? 

How do we know that he was put in irons ? Ps. cv. 18. 

21. In wliat way did God relieve himt 

What marks of confidence did the keeper of the prison 
give to Joseph ? 
23. What was the real cause of all this favor ?. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Intimations were early given that the Gentiles should- bt 
brought in among the people of God ? 

A good man will be faithful in all circumstances ? 

We are everywhere exposed to temptation ? 

Temptations often come from unexpected sources V 

The only way to overcome temptation is to flee from it? 

Men cannot take away our character ? 

When a woman throws away her character, she becomes 
very wicked ? 

God will be with good people in the midstof their trials t 

The fear of God is the best protection from sin ? 

God can cause his people to be honored in every situ- 
ation? 

We are hated by those who cannot persuade us to sin'? 
9 
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Fidelity in duty will be eyerywhere appreciated % 

No injuries man can inflict can deprive as of God*« 
presence 1 

** Jealousy is the rage of a man, and he will not spare 
in the day of vengeance ^ ? 

" God despiseth not His prisoners " ? 



LESSON XXXIX. 

UFB OV JOSEPH. 

Chap. XL. 
ITie Interpreter of Dreams. 

Verse 1. *' After those things,'* — what things? Eventi 
of the last chapter. 

What was the office of bntler ? Cup-bearer. 

Was this office honorable ? Neh. L 11. 

Who else is mentioned ? 

Why was there special confidence in men holding these 
offices ? The life of the king was in their hands. 

Why are these men mentioned at all? To complete 
Josepn's history ? 

How did Pharaoh feel towards them ? 

3. How did he punish them ? 

What does the expression '* iii ward " mean ? 

4 To whose care were they delivered ? 

Who was probably the captain of the guard ? Gen. 
xxxix. 1. 

What is meant by ** a season ** ? Probably one year. 

5. What remarkable circumstance happened to both? 
Each dreamed a prophetic dream the same night 

*' According to interpretation/' — what does this mean? 
As the result proved. 

6. How did these dreams affect them ? 

7. Who noticed their sorrow 1 

How did Joseph show his kindness to them ? 
How does it appear that he had showed his teligions 
character before ? 
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Why did they desire an interpreter 1 Thejr did not 
know whether their dreams promised good or evil. 

8. To whom did Joseph direct them ? 

9-11. What was the imagery of the butler's dream ? 

Why was it natural for him to see a vine ? Becaose he 
was the cnp-bearer. 

What shows that Joseph did not guess the meaning 1 
He told the exact time. 

13. What does "lift np thy head** mean 1 

14. What request did Joseph make of the butler ? 

15. How did Joseph explain his situation ? 
What was the land of the Hebrews ? 

How did Joseph show his noble disposition ? By not 
mentioning his brothers* wickedness. 

Could Joseph always foresee ? No, for he did not seem 
to imticipate his own deliverance. 

16. Why did the'baker tell his dream i 

16, 17. What was the imagery of his dream 1 

What are '* baked meats ^ ? Here the word is used in the 
old English sense, meaning all kinds of cooked food. 

Why was this dream natural ? 

18, 19. What was the interpretation? 

How was he to die ? First beheaded, then hung on a 
^bbet. 

20. When was Pharaoh's birthday 1 

How did he celebrate it ? 

What does the expression " lifted np the head" mean ? 

Was it customary to celebrate the birthday? Yes, 
especially in Eastern countries. 

20, 21. Was the butler reinstated according to predic- 
tion? 

22. What was the fate of the baker ? 

23. What mark of ingratitude did the bntler show ? 
Was Joseph's interpretation accurately fulfilled? 



PBAGTIGAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

God can make the uncertidnties of dreams instruct men ? 
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Men pat confidence in good people ? 

None but God can predict future events ? 

Men may fulfil the plans of God without intending to 
doit? 

A kind heart will take every opportunity to show itself? 

A government, unless administered according to rig^ht- 
eous laws, is liable to do great injustice ? 

Deliverance of good men out of trouble is often de- 
layed ? 

We cannot judge of men's future from their pnssent 
condition ? 

Ingratitude is base ? 

We have a right to expect kindness from those to whom 
we show it ? 

We must not be disappointed if oar kind acts are 
forgotten ? 



LESSON XL. 
lifb of joseph. 

Chap. XLI. 
PharaoVs Vision, 

Verse 1. " Two full years " from what time ? 

Why should we not now pay attention to dreams ? 

Why was Pharaoh's dream mentioned ? It was saper- 
natnraL 

What is " the river*' mentioned here ? 

2-4. What was his dream? 

What is meant by kine ? 

5-7. What was his second dream ? 

Was he asleep ? 

What effect did it have upon him ? 

What was there wild and unnatural in these yisions 
which is. characteristic of dreams ? Verses 4, 7. 

To whom did he go for information ? 

8. Was Uie magicians' knowledge supemataral ? 
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Did God in those dajs often teach men in dreams ? 

Who brings Joseph to the knowledge of Pharaoh ? 

12. How does he speak of Joseph ? 

What shows that Pharaoh had confidence in his opinion f 

Whysend hastily ? To relieve Pharaoh's anxiety. 

14. What preparation did Joseph make for coming into 
the king's presence ? 

How did Pharaoh address him ^ 

In what way did Joseph honor God ? 

What difference is there between this and the former 
acconnt ? This is more minnte. 

23. Why woold it be likely to be blasted by the east 
wind ? The most destmctiTe wind in that country. 

How was the dream one? One in meaning and de- 
sign. 

25. Whom does Joseph constantly acknowledge as the 
interpreter of dreams ? 

Or what were the seven kine and the seven eara a type 1 
Seven years. 

What is peculiar about the number seven f It is often 
called the perfect number. 

Is it often used in the Bible ? Gen. ii. 2 ; vii. 2 ; Lev. 
XXV. 8; Rev. v. 1. 

Why were these dreams sent to Pharaoh 1 To lead 
him to prepare for the future famine. 

29. What blessing was to come before the famine ? 

30. What shows that the famine was to be severe ? 
How was the plenty or famine caused? When the 

Nile rose only twelve cubits, or eighteen feet, in its season 
of inundation, there would be a famine* for all Egypt is 
watered by the Nile through canals; in a year of plenty it 
rises from fourteen to sixteen cubits. 

Why was this, famine remarkable ? Very seldom any 
famine in Egypt, which was called the granary of the 
world ; and it was to last seven years. 

Why was the dream repeated ? * 

When was it to come ? 

31. What was Joseph's advice ? 
34. Who was to gather the plenty? 

What part was to be taken as tribute from the people? 
What is the fifth part of the land? Fifth of the produce. 
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Why not let the people store it themselves? Thej 
would waste it, and had no sofBcient storohonses. 
Where was the food to be kept ? 
Did Pharaoh approve of his advice ? 



PBAOTIOAL QUBSTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Prosperity and adversity are from God 1 

God can trouble the loftiest men bv the simplest means t 

It is right to acknowledge our faults ? 

We should strive to make amends for past neglect and 
injustice ? 

Good men will be careful to honor God ? 

It is our duty to provide for the future ? 

Good men will not be ashamed of theur religion among 
those who do not honor God ? 

The discipline of trials is necessary to raise np useful 
men? 

Heathenism is folly ? 

Wise men are foolish when compared with Divine 
wisdom 1 

In our prosperity, we are apt to forget the suffering % 

Gk>d alone knows the future ? 

In unexpected ways God delivers his people ? 



LESSON XLI. 

LITS OF JOSEPH. 

Chap. XLI. 

JTie Seven Years* Work, 

Verse 37. How was Joseph's plan generally received ? 
What led Pharaoh to select Joseph? 
Why did he desire a man in whom was the spirit of 
God ? He now felt the need of divine aid. 
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Why did Pharaoh saj God had shown him this? 

40. How did he promote Joseph ? 

What authority did he give him ? Fs. ct. 31, 32. 
To whom only was he to be Inferior ? 

41. How far was his authority to extend 1 

Why did he give him his ring ? As a token of authority. 

Was the impression of the seal a symbol of the will of 
the owner? Esther viii. 8. 

What was probably this vesture ? A long robe of white 
linen, worn .only by priests and kings. 

43. How did he ride in public ? 

How did the people show their reverence ? 

44. What is the meaning of the phrase *' lift up hand 
or foot " ? Joseph should have absolute power, sanctioned 
by Pharaoh. 

45. What did Pharaoh call Joseph? 

What does this mean ? A revealer of secrets. 

Whom did Joseph marry 1 

Who was Poti-pherah 1 

What other name had On ? Heliopolis. 

What does this mean 1 The city of the sun. 

Where was this city 1 In Goshen, east of the Nile, near 
modern Cairo. 

Why did Pharaoh give a priest's daughter to Joseph ! 
Priests were highly respected in Egypt. 

How old was Joseph 1 Thirty years. 

How old when sold into Egypt ? Seventeen years. 

What is the meaning of " handfuls " here ? vast abun- 
dance. 

48. What precautions did Joseph take against the 
famine ? 

What was the quantity of grain laid up ? 

How many sons had Joseph ? 

What was the name of the eldest ? 

What does this mean ? Forgetting. 

52. Who was his youngest son ? 
What does his name mean ? Fruitful. 

53. Where were these children bom ? 

54. How far did the famine extend ? 

Why did the Egyptians suffer less than other nations ? 
Because they had laid up food in the years of plenty. 
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55. To whom did the people go in their distress? 
To whom did Pharaoh send them ? 

Was the famine probably throughont all the earth ? In 
Egjpt and the neighboring countries. 

56. Why did they sell food ? They would be more 
careful of it, and less likely to waste it. 

What was Egypt now ? The storehouse of all sarronnd- 
ingcountries. 
What kind of com is meant here ? Wheat and barlej. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Good counsel commends itself to all ? 

Those to whom God has committed talents will hare 
opportunity to nse them ? 

God will honor those who honor Him ? 

When God bestows honors and places of trust, we may 
accept them ? 

One man may be a great blessing to a whole nation ? 

By faithfulness a man may, in early life, be prepared for 
great usefulness ? 

Any period in the future will soon be past? 

God can make up the losses He causes ns to sustain ? 

The plans of God will certainly com6 to pass ? 

God may cause ns to forget even our deepest sorrows ? 

Good men may accept places of honor and trast, if ProTi- 
dence points oat the way ? 



105 

LESSON XLII. 

jjlfe of joseph. 

Chap. XLIL 

The Ten Brethren. 

Verse 1. Did the famine extend to Canaan ? 
Was Palestine asoallj a fraitful coontry ? Dent yiii. 
7-9. 

2. What were JacoVs commands ? 
What was his argument ? 

3. Why are they called Joseph's brethren, rather than 
JacoVs sons ? Joseph is now the principal character. 

4. Why did not Jacob send Benjamin ? 

6. What was Joseph's rank ? 

Is it probable that he sold all the grain ? No, he super- 
intended it« regulated the price, &c. 
Why did they bow themselves to the earth ? 
When had Joseph entreated them ? Gren. xlii. 21. 

7. Did Joseph recognize his brethren ? 

Why did he speak so sternly ? To disguise himself, and 
to try them 1 
What was his first question ? 

8. Why did they not recognize him, when he knew 
them ? He was yonneer and had probably changed more; 
he knew they would be likely to come, but they did not 
dream of his being governor of Egypt. 

9. What dreams ? Gen. xxxvii. 5, 9. 
With what did he charge them ? 

Why did the Egyptians fear the Canaanites ? The 
Philistines who nsed to live in Canaan sent down the 
"Shepherd Kings," whose yoke the Egyptians had just 
shaken off. 

10. Why did they answer meekly ? 

11. Why did they say they were brethren? A man 
woidd not send out ten sons as spies. 

12. Did Joseph profess to be satisfied? 
What did ho learn from them ? 
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That Jacob was yet alive. 
Benjamin was the favorite. 
They thought he was dead. 
They still lived in Canaan. 

15. How did he say he would prove them ? 

Why did Joseph not say, "As the Lord liveth"f It 
wonld betray that he was not an Egyptian. 

16. What did he wish them to do ? 

17. What did he do when they would not consent to 
this? 

How long were they imprisoned ? 

18. Why did he propose a milder test ? 

19. What condition did he require? 

21. What now troubled them ? 

Did they seem to be troubled at the time ? 

22. What did Reuben sav ? 

Why did they say his blood was required ? They had 
intended to kill him, and had sold him into slavery, and 
they now supposed him to be dead. 

23. Why did they suppose that Joseph did not imder- 
stand them ? 

Why did he speak by an interpreter ? That they might 
not recognize him by his knowledge of their language. 

24. What effect did it have upon Joseph ? 

Why did he bind Simeon before then: eyes? To show 
that he was in earnest. 

What did Joseph command to be done with theur com- 
money ? 

How did they carry their com ? 

Where did they find the money ? 

What is here meant by an inn ? Only a stopping-place, 
not any buildings. There are no inns in that desert to ifiii 
day. t 

28. How did they recognize God^s providence ? 

29-34. What report did they make to their father ? 

35. What airain surprised them? 

What was Jacob's complaint ? 

37.' What did Reuben pledge as a token of Benjamin's 
safe return ? 

Was this a wise or rash promise ? 

Did Jacob accept the pledge ? 
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PBAOTIOAL QVB8TION8. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

It is easy for God to trouble whole nations ? 

Good men are not exempted from suffei'lng under these 
proyidences? 

In difficulty we must nerer give up to despair ? 

We must not judge according to appearance ? 

The conscience of hardened men will sometimes trouble 
them? 

All men must and will acknowledge the hand of God ? 

Men, in looking at their troubles, forget their mercies ? 

We should not say or think *' all things are against na " ? 



LESSON XLIII. 
lifb of joseph. 

Chap. XLIIL 
The Second Journey, 
Verse 1. To what extent did the famine preyail in Ca- 
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2. Where only could they obtain food ? 
Who is the father here spoken of? 
What did he wish his sons to do ? 

3. Which son is the principal actor in this chapter? 
Do they seem to have known Joseph's name ? 

5. What was the only condition on which they could go 
down? 

What is the meaning of " solemnly protest " ? Swear. 

6. Of what did Jacob complain ? 

7. Was it unkind in them to acknowledge that they had 
a brother ? 

Ought Jacob to haye complained of this ? 
What does "according to the tenor'* mean? As his 
questions required. 
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What argent plea did Jadali make 1 

8. Who were sufferers in this famine? 

9. What pledge of faithfulness did he give? 
How old was Benjamin ? About thirty. 

10. How long had they lingered? 

11. Did Jacob agree to this cheerfully ? 
What present did he propose to send by them ? 

12. What money were they to take ? 

What did he think might be the reason they found it f 
Would it have been right to keep it, if it had been an 
oyersight ? 

14. What was the great trial ? 
What did Jacob do for their safety ? 

15. Did they do exactly as he said ? 

16. Did Joseph recognize Benjamin? 
What honor did Joseph show them? 
Why did he invite them ? 

To watch them to see if they had become better men. 
To see Benjamin. 
To honor his brethren publicly 
How did Joseph's brethren feel on receiving this invi- 
tation ? 
18. Why were they afraid ? 
Why did they tell the story to the steward ? 
Why did they do it at the door of the house ? To show 
theywere innocent before they were accused. 

Why did they say they had brought other money ? To 
show that they meant to be honest. 

23. How does the steward's answer recognize God ? 
What is the meaning of the phrase, *' I had your money " ? 

You will not be called to account for it, I did this. 
What did he do to put them still more at ease ? 
" Out " of what did he bring Simeon ? 

24. What Eastern custom did the steward observe ? 

25. What preparation did they make to meet Joseph ? 

26. How was Joseph*s dream fulfilled ? 

27. How did he show his love for his father ? 

28. Why did they bow a second time ? On account of 
his condescension ? 

29. Who was the mother of Joseph and Benjamin ? 
Why did*he love Benjamin most ? 
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30. What effect did the sight of Benjamin have upon 
Joseph ? 

31. How did he conceal his feelings ? 

32. Why did he place his brethren at a separate table ? 
S3. What did he do which seemed mysterious to his 

brethren ? 
34. What special attention did he pay Benjamin 1 



PRACTICAL" QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
We are in danger of blaming our friends unreasonably 1 
We cannot know certainly the effect of our words ? 
Calm reasoning leads to right action ? 
Prayer will aid us in our distress ? 
Those who have been unjust will be suspicious of others ? 
When our conduct is open to suspicion, we ought to 
make full explanation ? 
Hospitality always becomes men in high stations ? 
God is wise and merciful in creating family affections % 



LESSON XLIV. 

t 

LIFB OF JOSEPH. 

Chap. XLIV. 

The Eloquent Plea. 

Verse 1. Who commanded the steward what to dot 

What was the " food " ? Grain. 

4. What new command did Joseph give the stewards 

What did their argument attempt to prove ? 

Were the brethren conscious of innocence ? 

What is the meaning of bondmen ? Slaves. 

Was the steward's agreement reasonable ? 
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Had they a right to make sach a pledge 1 

12. In what manner was search made ? 

What did rending their clothes indicate ? 

Is this an Eastern mode of expressing sorrow ? Gen. 
xxxvii. 29 ; Kamb. xiv. 6 ; Jadg. xi. 35 ; Job i. 20 ; and 
Joel ii. 13. 

What is the meaning of " wot " 1 Know. 

What is the meaning of " divine " 1 Understand. 

Why did Judah speak 1 Gen. xliii. 9. 

What sin did he remember ? 

18-34. Why did he not tiy to prove their innocence ? 

Had God ever forgotten their iniquity 1 

Why did Joseph wish to keep Benjamin 1 
To try his faith and disposition. 
To try his brothers' affection. 

18. How was Jadah's speech conciliating ? 
What is the meaning of " even as Pharaoh " 1 
How does Judah show his humility ? 

19. How does he show his ingenuity ? 

19, 20. How ddes he try to excite the pity of Joseph? 

What were the six reasons why Benjamin was so much 
beloved ? . 

21 f 23. At whose request had Benjamin come ? 

Was this a reason why he should be merciful ? 

30, 31. What was Judah's greatest argument ? 

Whv does he quote Jacob's words 1 

33. How did Judah show his sincerity and nobleness f 

Would this satisfy justice ? 

Did Benjamin need an intercessor? 

Why did not Judah say anything of the crime 1 He 
must have suspected Benjamin's honesty, or accused 
Joseph of injustice. 

Are there times when it is best not to insist upon even 
mnocence? Job ix. 15, 

How was Judah afterwards commended ? xliz. 8. 

In what did he excel his brethren ? 

1. Courage. 

2. Wisdom. 

3. Eloquence. 

4. Tenderness. 

How was he recompensed ? Heb. viL 14. 
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How was he a type of Christ ? He became an inters 
cessor and a surety 

How does Judah's speech rank as a specimen of elo* 
qaence ? 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

The innocent ma^ sometimes seem guilty ? 

Long-forgotten sms may suddenly be brought to re- 
membrance ? 

It is prudent and wise to be respectful to those in 
anthority 1 

We plead for mercy when we dare not ask for justice ? 

One may suffer for another? 

It is the duty of children to be very tender of their 
parents' comfort 1 

Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stoop ?^ 

We are so guilty that we never can plead innocence ? 

Intercession is useful even when the judge is merciful ? 

The evil bow before the good and the prudent at the 
gates of the righteous ? 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life ? 



LESSON 'XLV. 

lifb of joseph. 

Chap. XLV. 

The Good Son and Brother, 

Verse 1. Who were "all those who stood'* in the 
presence of Joseph ? 
How did he make himself known ? 

2. What shows that he had been controlling his feelings t 
By what name had they known him ? xlii. 6. 

3. Why were they troubled 1 
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. How did they show their astonishment ? 

4, 5. How did he convince them of his affection ? 

What occasion had they to be grieved ? 

Why should they be angry with themselves 1 

How was God*s providence manifest in this whole thing t 

Did God's design excuse their sin ? 

Can God overrule ail evil ? 

How long since Joseph had seen his brethren ? About 
fifteen years. 

6. What is the meaning of earing ? Sowing and hanrest 

What is the greatest pleasure of a liberal man ?^ 

How many years longer would the famine continue ? 

Did Joseph think he was sen( to save Egypt or his 
family ? 

What was the great deliverance ? 

8. To whom was all the glory due ? 

How was he a father to Pharaoh ? 

How does he show his strong filial affection ? 

Why did he not go himself? He could not be spared 
from Egypt 

Where was Goshen? Near the Red Sea, between 
Palestine and Egypt 

How was Joseph like Christ in wishing to gather 
together his friends ? John xvii. 24. 

10-12. What inducements to come to Egypt did Joseph 
offer his family 1 

. What special inducements to come to Egypt did Joseph 
offer his father ? 

14. How did he manifest his great love to Benjamin ? 

15. What shows that his brethren had confidence in 
him? 

Why was Pharaoh's invitation specially kind ? 

1. It was a time of scarcity. 

2. They would occupy Joseph's love and time. 

3. It was voluntary. 

4. He promised them the best 

21. By what new name are his brethren now called ? 

22. Why did he give his brethren these presents ? 
What expressions of kindness did he send to his father ? 
Why did he give Benjamin the most ? 

Why did he send so much provision ? 
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What special charged did he give them 1 

26. What were their two statements to their father? 
Which was hardest for him to believe ? 

Did he doubt when he heard of Joseph's death ? 

27. What now convinced him 1 
How did he feel ? 

What revived him 1 

When his faith came back what is he called ? 

What was his great joy ? 

Was he willing to go to him ? 

What does he mean by the expression, **It is enongh " ? 

Who had the same feelings ? Luke ii. 29. 



PSACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Natural affection is long-enduring ? 

Charity never faileth ? 

The good man will forgive all sins ajgainst himself? 

Grod*B providences are for the sake of his people ? 

The liberal man deviseth liberal things 1 

Filial love is always beautiful ? 

Children should take special pains for their aged 
parents ? 

The friends of a good man are welcome for his sake ? 

The aged parent loves to lean upon his children ? 

Grod sends us comfort when we least expect it ? 

Before honor is humility ? 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness ? 

He that foUoweth after righteousness and mercy findeth 
life, righteousness, and honor ? 

The good man will comfort the penitent ? 
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LESSON XLVI. 

UFB or JOSEPH. 

Chap XLVI. 
The Voluntary Exiie. 

Verae 1-6. How do we know that Jacob expected to 
gtar in Egypt 1 

Which way did he go to Beer-sheba? South. 

Where is Beer-sheba ? On the sonthem boundary of 
Canaan. 

When was Beer-sheba consecrated ? Gen. xxL 31. 

Why is God called the God of Isaac ? The covenant 
was entailed upon him. 

Why did he offer sacrifice ? 

1. Thanksgiving for Joseph's safety. 

2. Petition for mercy. 

3. Consultation whether he should go. 

2. How was his prayer answered ? 

How old was Jacob ? One hundred and thirty years. 

3. Of what does God remind him ? 
Why was he afraid ? 

1. He was old. 

2. He feared the idolatry of Egypt. 

3. He knew his descendants were to be in bondage 
there. 

4. He dreaded being buried in Egypt 
Wliat four promises did God make ? 

1. His presence. 

2. He would make them a great nation. 

3. He should return. 

4. Joseph should comfort him. 
How was the third promise fulfilled ? 

1. In bringing back his body. 

2. In bringing forth his descendants. , 
How many sons went with Jacob ? 
How many grandsons ? 
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How many erea^grand8on8 ? 

How many daaghten ? 

How many p^randdaoghtera ? 

How many m all ? Sixty-six. 

What son had the largest family? Benjamin, ten sons. 

What son had the smallest family ? Dan, one son. 

Were his grandchildren few or many compared with 
his sons ? 

How long since Grod h|ul promised to make of Ahraham 
a great nation ? Two hundred and fifteen years. 

Whom does the seventy include ? Jacob, Joseph, Ephra- 
im, and Manasseh. 

28. Why direct his face unto Goshen ? To meet Joseph. 

29. How did Joseph show his filial cespect ? 
Why did Jacob say, " Now let me die " ? 

Where is Groshen;? Between the Nile and the Bed Sea. 
Josephus says Pharaoh's cattle were kept there. 

31. Why did Joseph think it best for him to tell Pharaoh 
of his father's arrival ? 

34. Why were they not to live among the Egyptians % 

Was Joseph ashamed to have them make known their 
occupation to Pharaoh ? 

Why was Joseph anxious to have his brethren setUe in 
Goshen ? That they might not mingle with idolaters. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

]tf we acknowledge God, He will direct our paths ? 

God remembers the covenant ? 

When under Divine protection, we need have no fear ? 

Old people " find fears in the way ** 1 

God's promises are sure, though they may be long in 
being fulfilled? 

Every honest calling is respectable ? 

It is our duty to preserve our property ? 

We should suitably regard the prejudices of others ? 

Absence makes our friends dearer ? 

In undertaking a journey, we should ask God's blessing 
and protection? 
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y be ve 
A goo(l son will 



Good people may be very willing to die? 
"" iionor his father 1 



LESSON XLVII. 

LIFB OF JOSEPH. 

Chap. XLVII. 
The Years of Famine, 

Verse 2. How manj of JacoVs sons were presented to 
Pharaoh ? 

Of what might they have boasted ? Their ancestors, 
especially Abraham. 

What did they call themselres ? 

Why did they use the word 8ojowm ? 

What proves that Goshen was a good land ? Pharaoh 
would send there his flocks, and it is now the best province 
of Egypt. 

How far is it from the Ked Sea ? Three days' joamey. 

What trust did Pharaoh wish to commit to them ? 

What is the meaning of *' before thee " ? At your 
command. 

7. What special honor did Joseph put on Jacob ? 

What is meant by his blessing Pharaoh ? 

How does it show his superiority over even the king ? 
Heb. vii. 7. 

Waa Joseph ashamed of his relatives ? 

How does this remind us of Christ? *'He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren." 

Why was Pharaoh surprised at his age ? The Egyp- 
tians were shorter-lived than the Hebrews. 

Why does he call his life a pilgrimage f 

Why were his years few ? Compared with Noah. 

Why were they evil ? He had known so many troubles. 

How old was Isaac? One hundred and forty. 

How old was Abraham ? One hundred and seventy* 
<ive. 
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12. Where was Rameses probably ? In Qoshen. 
How did Joseph falfil his promise to his father ? 

13. How great was the famine ? 

14. With what did the Egyptians first part for food ? 

16. With what did the Egyptians next part for food 1 
Why was it not wrong for Joseph to take the cattle 1 

The people coald not feed them. 

17. How long did the sale of their cattle feed them ? 

20. What did the people next give up ? 

What is the meaning of "the second year''? The 
second after the sale of their cattle, and the last of the 
famine. 

What part did he exact ? 

Was this a reasonable tax for those times, and for their 
situation ? 

i!0. How did Joseph show his integrity ? 

Was his family enriched by this transaction ? 

21. Wh^ did he remove the people ? That they might 
be near cities, the granaries of nations. 

25. Were the Egyptians satisfied ? 

26. Was there anv exception to this tax? 
Does this law still continue in Egypt ? Yes. 

27. What does Israel mean here ? 

Had Abraham's descendants multiplied before ? 

28. How long did Jacob live in Egypt ? 
At what age did he die ? 

What form of oath did Joseph take ? 

29. 30. What was Jacob's only request ? 

Why was he so unwilling to be buned in Egypt ? 

1. Canaan was his native land. 

2. It was the land of promise. 

3. As he believed in the resurrection, he wished to 
be buried with his friends. 

Why did he wish Joseph to swear ? 
What is the meaning of " bowing upon the bed's head " ? 
Worshipped. Heb. xi. 21. 
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PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

Grood men in power will not usurp authority orer 
superiors in rank ? 

A good man will not be ashamed of his relations 1 

Men diligent in business shall stand before kings ? 

The patriarchs confessed they were strangers and 
pilgrims ? 

The longest life seems short ? 

Earthly life is to be considered as evil days ? 

None are too great to need a good man's blessing ? 

In the days of famine, the righteous shall be satisfied ? 

God's mercies must be* continual, or we perish? 

All a man hath will he give for his life ? 

Famine is more dreaded than the sword ? Lam. It* 9. 

God speciidly provides for his people in old age ? 



LESSON XLVIII. 

LIFX OF JOSEPH. 

Chap. XLVIII. 

The Younger Son preferred. 

'Verse 1. " After what things ? " 
Why was it necessary to send a messenger ? 
Where was Joseph 1 With Pharaoh. 
Why did he take his two sons to their grandfather ? 

2. Why did he send a messenger to say that he wag 
coming ? 

What is meant by Israel's strengthening himself? * 

3. Why does he recount God's dealings towards him ? 
How long since God first appeared to him ? About 

seventy years. 
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4. What two promises had God made 1 

A namerons posteritj. 
They shoald inherit Canaan. 

5. How old were Ephnum and Manasseh? Aboat 
twenty-one. 

What does the promise mean, ** they shall be mine " 1 
They were to take Joseph's place in Jacob's family, for 
Joseph had become an Egyptian, and was not nambered 
with the rest 

6. If Joseph had younger sons, with whom were they to 
be numbered and inherit? The Egyptians. 

Why does he go back to Rachel ? The sight of Joseph 
probably recalled other days. 

8 - 10. Was Jacob probably before aware that his grand- 
sons were present ? 

9. How does Joseph acknowledge God in his answer? 
How was he to bless them ? By speaking under Divine 

direction. 

10. Of what was the kiss a token ? 

11. When was it that Jacob had no expectation of 
seeing Joseph ? 

12. Who bowed himself with his face to the earth ? 

13. Why did he pat his oldest son at Israel's right hand ? 
U. What is meant by " wittingly " ? 

Why did Jacob cross his hands when laying them on 
his grandson's heads ? 
15. How did he bless Joseph? In his sons. 
What was the form of the blessing ? Prayer. 

15. 16. What two blessings does he acknowledge? 
That he has been fed all his life long, and that the ai^el 
redeemed him from all cyII. 

What is meant by walking before God ? 
May we pray to ansels ? Rer. xxii. 9. 
How could Jacob then pray to the angel ? 
Who was this angel ? 

What does the expression mean, " my name shall be 
named on them '' ? They shonld be numbered with Israel. 

16. What three blessings did Jacob ask for them ? 

17. How did Joseph try to correct the apparent mistake 
of Jacob ? 

18. Who was the first-born ? 



19. Was this prophecy concerning these two grandsons, 
or their descendants ? 

Which became the greater tribe ? Ephraim. 
Was this by Jacob's or Divine appointment? 

20. How was their prosperity to become a prorerb ? 
Which had the precedence ? 

Was the yonngest son sometimes preferred to the oldest 
by God ? Isaac, Jacob, Jadah, Moses, and David. 

21. What prophecy did Israel utter? 
What did he give to Joseph in his will ? 
When was this inheritance to fall to him ? 

What land is here referred to ? A piece of ground near 
8hechem, first bought, Josh. xxiv. 32, then seized by the 
Amorite and re-seized by Israel. It was given to Ephraim, 
John iv. 5. Lot was never cast upon it Joseph was 
baried here. 



PBACTIOAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

The death-bed is a solemn place ? 

Good men in sickness give themselves mnch to prayer ? 

Old people go back in memory, and recall their early 
life? 

A good man is anzions for the welfare of his posterity? 

The prayers of a good man will affect future genera- 
tions? 

God often does for ns beyond our expectations ? 

All our actions are directed by God*s providence ? 

Our life is sustained by the power and goodness of God ? 

Christ is acknowledged in the Bible from the earliest 
times? 

The faith of good men embraces the distant fatnre ? 
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LESSON XLIX. 

LIFB OF JOSEPH. 

Chap. XLIX. 

The Last Blessing, 

Verse 1. What is meant by "called"? Sent for his 
sons. 
What message did Jacob send ? 
What is meant by '* the last days " ? The future. 
3. Why does he begin with Eeuben ? 
In what was he unstable ? 
" He shall not excel," — how was this fulfilled ? 
Did he have his birthright? 1 Chron. v. 1. 

5. How were Simeon and Levi brethren 1 In cruelty. 
What is meant by instruments of cruelty ? The sword. 

6. What does " into their secret" mean ? In deception. 
What dishonorable action disgraced them? Chap. 

xxxiv. 

To what man does he refer ? Hamor or Shechem. 

Did Jacob curse them or their deeds ? 

How were these tribes divided and scattered ? Levi had 
the priesthood, but no inheritance. Simeon had but a part 
of Judah's. Josh. xix. 1. 

8. What does Judah mean ? Praise. 

How did Moses recognize this pre-eminence? Deut. 
zxxiii. 7. 

What honor had Judah on entering Canaan ? Judg. i. 2. 

What distinguished king and royal line were descended 
from him ? 

How were these promises fulfilled ? 2 Kings viiL 19 ; 
1 Chron. xxviii. 4; Hos. xi. 12; Joel iii. 20. 

10. Who is meant by Shiloh ? 

What is He called in John's vision ? Rev. v. 5. 

What is the meaning of the twelfth verse? He shall 
have abundance. 

13. What sea is here meant ? 

Where was Zebulun's inheritance ? Josh. xix. 10. 
11 
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How did Moses bless Dan ? Deut. xxxiii. 22. 
Was the character of the tribe of Dan good ? 

19. What is the meaning of the prophecy concerning 
Gad? He and his descendants shoald have both, ad- 
versity and prosperity. 

Was this a warlike tribe 1 1 Chron. v. 18 - 22 ; xii. 
8-15. 

20. What was Asher's blessing ? Temporal good. 
What was Moses's blessing upon this tribe ? Dent 

xxxiii 24, 25. 

21. What was the character of Naphtali ? Wild and 
undisciplined, but wise in counsel. 

22-26. What is predicted as to the increase of Joseph? 

Did he have the birthright ? 1 Chron. v. 2. 

What is meant by the archers' grieving him? His 
past troubles. 

What is meant by " his bow abode in strength " ? He 
was firm in principle and character. 

How was Joseph the shepherd of Israel ? 

By whose aid was he thus made to stand ? 

26. What does this mean ? 

27. How do we know that Jacob's prophecy was 
guided by inspiration, and not by partiality ? ELe con- 
demns his favorite Benjamin. 

When did Benjamin raven as a wolf ? Judg. xx. 14. 
What king was of this tribe ? Saul. 
What Apostle? Paul. 

28. Were these prophecies concerning the sons indi- 
vidually or their posterity ? 

29. 30. Where did Jacob wish to be buried ? 
What special charge did he give ? 

81. Who of his family were buried there ? 
33. Why are these words especially solemn ? 



PBAOTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 
The last anxieties parents have are for their children? 
The last direction of parents should be hearkened to 
and obeyed ? 



Those who have great opportunities are in danger of 
misimproving them ? 

Excellence is onlj to be obtained bj stability of char- 
acter? 

The wickedness of children is a heavy grief to parents ? 

Those who do nobly will be appreciated and honored ? 

Life begun in adversity may become very prosperous ? 

The remains of our friends should be honored ? 

God can foresee the peculiar character of men ? 

God*s people are gathered in peacefully ? 



LESSON L. 
life of joseph. 

Chap. L. 

Bdievers do enter into Best. 

Verse 1. Which son manifested great sorrow at Jacob's 
death? 

2. What did he command concerning the remains ? 
What is embalming ? Preparing the body with spices, 

80 that it remains unchanged. 

3. How long did it take to do this ? 

What great respect did Egypt pay Jacob's memory ? 

4. Why did not Joseph go to Pharaoh with his request? 
It was not customary during the days of mourning to do 
business personally. 

5. What special reason did he give for this request ? 
What did Joseph promise? 

Did Pharaoh readily consent ? 

7-9. How large was the company of mourners ? 

What was the distance ? Nearly three hundred miles* 

10. Where did they make special mourning ? 

12 Was Jacob's request and charge entirely fulfilled ? 

14. What followed his burial ? 

15. What did the brethren of Joseph fear ? 

16. What did they do? 
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What provision had Jacob made for this state of things ? 

17. How does Joseph's nobleness appear? 

18. How did his brethren humble themselves? 
18-21. What kind promises did he make ? 
How old was Joseph at the time of his death ? 

23. How many generations of his posterity did he live 
to see ? 

24. What prophecy did he utter ,? 
Why should they know this ? 

1. To lead them not to set their hearts on Egypt. 

2. To comfort them in their coming bondage. 

25. What oath did he tak6 of his brethren ? 

26. What was done with his remains ? 

Why is it mentioned that ho was put in a coffin 1 It 
was an honor appropriated to distinction. Coffins were 
not generally used in Egypt 

Why was he not immediately carried for burial to 
Canaan ? 

1. The Egyptians might have been unwilling. 

2. While his body was with them, they might re- 
member him and treat his family wi£h more kindness. 

3. It was a witness of his faith that the children of 
Israel would return to Canaan. 

4. It would confirm their faith. 



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

Where in this lesson do we learn, that 

It is proper to pay suitable respect to our friends after 
death ? 

We ought to pay special honor to rulers ? 

The wishes of our friends ought to be regarded ? 

The loss of a great and good man is a cause of national 
mourning ? 

One wrong act may trouble the conscience through life 1 

It is right to ask forgiveness of those we have injured ? 

A good man will as readily forgive as be forgiven ? 

The best of men must die ? 

A good man is sustained by faith ? 

God's visits of mercy, will make up the loss of our 
friends ? 
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GENERAL QUESTIONS ON THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 

What does the word " Genesis " mean ? The begin- 
ning, — the creation. 
What two objects has this book ? 

1. To ^ve the early history of the world. 

2. To give the origin of the CHinrch. 

What portion of time have we now passed over ? More 
than two thousand, and some say oyer three thoasand 
years. 

How does this book compare in antiquity with others ? 
It is the oldest 

Have we in any other book a rational account of the 
creation of the world ? No. 

What are the great events recorded in this book ? 

1. The creation. 

2. The marriage institution. 

3. The Sabbat. 

4. The fall of man. 

5. The flood. 

6. The dispersion of men and origin of languages. 

7. The calling of Abraham, and the organization of 
tbe Church in him. 

What distinguished men have been brought into view ? 
Adam, Abel, Enoch, Koah, Abraham, Melchisedek, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph and his brethren. 
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